
 

  

 

 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, July 5th at 9AM 
1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, July 5th at 9AM  
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlM
M09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 
 

Calvary Weekly Connections 

July 5th – July 11th, 2020 
 

 

 

 [6/28/20 Message by Carol Adams; Read: 
John 10: 11-16, Common English Bible] 

 
Faith in Christ is a journey.   I’d 

like to tell you about my faith journey and 

ask you to think about your own. 

I like shepherd’s pie…delicious 

beef or lamb with tasty vegetables in rich 

brown gravy and topped with buttery 

mashed potatoes.  Hmmm.  But when I 

see it on a diner menu, it often reads 

“SHEPARD’S  PIE”.  That probably 

shouldn’t annoy me, but it does.  You see, 

that’s not how shepherd is spelled!  It 

should be like this…sheep + herd = 

SHEPHERD.  It feels like someone is 

mispronouncing my name!  That’s 

because I used to be a shepherd.  Well, 

almost. 

Each spring when I was between 

10 and 12 years old, my dad chose 4 

lambs from the flock that he and my 

grandfather raised, and I fed and 

groomed them as my 4-H project.  I took 

care of them myself (usually) until they 

reached market weight, about 100 

pounds, in December.  I loved being a 

shepherd.  When I think about those 

days, I remember the sheep gates.  The 

sheep gates were wooden sections of 

fence used inside the barn to enclose a 

ewe and her newborn lambs so they 

wouldn’t be separated from each other.   

Christ Has Broken Down the Wall 

A song by Mark A. Miller 
 

Christ has broken down the wall. 

Christ has broken down the wall. 

Let us join our hearts as one. 

Christ has broken down the wall. 
 

We’re accepted as we are. 

We’re accepted as we are. 

Through God’s love all is 

reconciled. 

We’re accepted as we are. 
 

Cast aside your doubts and fears. 

Cast aside your doubts and fears. 

Peace and love, freely offered 

here. 

Cast aside your doubts and fears. 
 

We will tear down the walls! 

We will tear down every wall! 

God has called us, one and all. 

Christ has broken down the wall! 

The gates could be lashed 

together and configured to just the right 

size for the ewe and her 1, 2, or 

occasionally 3 lambs.  The gates were 

strong.  Strong enough to hold the 

animals.  Strong enough for children to 

stand on to admire the little creatures 

trying out their new legs and voices.   

As summer approached, 

different fences were important as we 

moved the flock from the farm to a hilly 

pasture about a mile away.   In those 

days, when farming was the norm, fences 

surrounded all the fields on both sides of 

the road.  The sheep were herded 

between the fences, and they tightly 

filled the gravel road and the ditches on 

both sides as they walked along.  It was a 

big day! 

There was another important 

fence for us…the fence between our farm 

and our one room school.  The school for 

grades K through 6 was built by my great-

grandfather in the late 1800’s on land he 

donated.   In good weather, my 2 

brothers, sister, and I decided it was too 

far to walk down the driveway and up the 

road to school.  So we ran past the 

vegetable garden, scrambled over the 

fence, and across the baseball diamond 

to school.  Now, my dad and grandfather 

were very particular about their fences.   
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 Holy Communion – July 5th 
Please prepare a slice of  bread & cup(s) of 
juice.  Perhaps place them on a lovely cloth, 
light a candle, or place a flower or the 
photograph of someone you wish to bring into 
the circle of faith beside the bread and the 
cup. Your preparations before hand are 
greatly appreciated. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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They were tightly strung on heavy-duty metal fence 

posts pounded deep into the Michigan sand.  Our child-size 

feet fit right into the 4-inch square grid of the metal fence 

and it was fun to see who could climb up and over first.  But 

we had to do it right.  Dad taught us to climb right beside a 

fence post so as not to loosen or break the fence.  All 4 of us 

could have caused damage.  And if a baseball ever went over 

the fence during recess, it was our job to instruct the other 

kids how to climb it, too. 

What are fences for?  Fences protect what is inside 

from what is outside.   Fences also protect what is outside 

from what is inside.  Fence posts are protective.  They keep 

the fence from falling down. 

But what do fences have to do with our faith?  What 

are the fence posts of our faith?  What holds us up when we 

are climbing over obstacles?  How do they protect us?  In 

the Psalms, David sang about times when he needed 

protection.  We read one of those Psalms as our call to 

worship.   Scripture passages are solid for me.  I can lean on 

them whether times are tough or triumphant. Psalm 23:  

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.  John 14:1 Let not 

your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me.  

In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  

Psalm 121 I lift up my eyes to the hills.  Where does my help 

come from? My help comes from the LORD, who made 

heaven and earth.   

You have Scripture fence posts, too– the ones you 

count on to keep you on your journey of faith.  Recall some 

now.  Say the words of the verses that are important to you. 

Yes, Scripture is so important.  But we have other 

fence posts of faith, too.  One of mine is a little country 

church, also built by my great grandfather and his cousins 

about 1875, just up the road a short distance in the other 

direction from our farm.  Sunday School, Bible School, youth 

group, a youth band that included saxophone, trumpet, 

clarinet, accordion, steel guitar, and me on piano.  What a 

crew!  I started to teach Sunday School when I was 15.  

There were 4 or 5 kindergarten children.  We met in the 

small church basement.  Classes were divided not by fences, 

but by wooden dividers on wheels.  We were separated by 

sight, but not by sound, from other classes.  I especially 

remember part of the curriculum.  It suggested calling the 

10 commandments “Rules for Happy Living”.   I like that.  A 

good lesson for us all.  Think about your childhood 

experiences of faith.  In your mind’s eye, picture the places 

and people there.   

Calvary Church.  My spiritual fence post for over 50 

years.  So many Christian friends have held me up and 

nurtured my faith – clergy, choir members, strong examples 

of Christian faith of several generations.   Friends from the 

small groups we have been part of.   Prayer partners.  So 

many others!  Some of you are listening today.  You have 

experienced it, too.  Now, recall your Christian friends who 

have been your fence posts.  

Another spiritual fence post – our family.  Jim has 

given me loving support for nearly 55 years.  And our 

children have inspired me and taught me many lessons.  

Each of them has experienced difficult challenges, and they 

faced them with faith, courage, and resilience.  My family 

also gave me other strong spiritual pillars --The quiet faith 

of my grandparents, the active expressions of faith of my 

parents, the faith of my mother-in-law whose last words 

were “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever”.    Now, 

remember your forebears who nurtured you and name in 

your heart with gratitude your family members who hold 

you up. 

You knew it was coming.  Christian camping!  Bay 

Shore Park was my childhood camp.  Gretna Glen is my 

current camp.  Christian camping nurtures faith.  Learning in 

God’s world with Christian friends is the best.  Learning at 

camp as children, learning from children at camp as adults…  

I believe there is no better way to spread the Gospel than 

camp.  Please consider going to camp or sponsoring a young 

person to go to camp.  I’ll be glad to tell you more if you ask, 

or maybe even if you don’t ask.  Camp will be very limited 

this year because of health concerns, but nothing can keep 

campers down for long! 

    Do you have a song in your heart?  A song of faith 

that restores you in time when things are bringing you down 

and your fences start to sag? Or times when you stand 

straight tall and sing with joy?  There are hymns and spiritual 

songs for every occasion!   The songs, hymns, and choir 

anthems that help me are so many that I don’t know where 

to begin.  I’m sure you have some, too!  Sing out your 

favorite!   

Another spiritual support for me has been Christian 

friends who serve on committees for our Eastern PA 

Conference of the UMC.  I have met so many devoted 

Christians who could be labeled as black, Latino, Native 

American, Korean, Chinese, clergy and laity, gay and 

straight, peacemakers and rabble-rousers.  People who 

worship quietly, people who worship loudly, those who cry, 

and those who dance… They have been patient with me as I             

     ~Message cont’d page 3 
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY TO YOU!! 
 

 

05 – Jane Smith 

36 Gale Rd. 

Camp Hill, PA  17011 
 

06 –  Julia Fisher 

Country Meadows 

1800 Tulpehocken Rd. 

Bldg. 2 

Wyomissing, PA  19610 
 

06 –  Cheryl Varano 

 17 Woodland Manor Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

07 –  Gary Reed 

3 Fern Lane 

Southern Shore, NC   

27949 
 

07 –  Adam Jones 

 101 Mesa Dr. 

Reading, PA 19608 
 

07 –  Patrick Byrne 

403 S. Miller St. 

Shillington, PA  19607 
 

08 –  Sue Bufe 

 220 John Glenn Ave. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

08 –  Violet Roussel 

 32 Meganser Dr. 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 
 

10 –  Jamie Minick 

 48 Rim View Lane 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

10 –  Mark Fortunato 

 1737 Alden Ln. 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 

~Message cont’d from page 2 
 

begin to realize my racism and classism.  I am glad to have them as friends who care 

about me, show that they care about me, and I care about them.   If you are ready to 

open the gates of the fences that enclose you, consider serving in a space wider than 

our congregation. 

So, again, here are some of our spiritual fence posts—scripture, worship, 

Christian friends, family, Christian community.  Take some time to check yours.   Are 

they strong?  Where do they need reinforcement?  Where do they need to be added?  

Will you strengthen the places that are beginning to weaken?   In silence now, ask 

God to strength certain parts of your life that are weak.   

Are you a fence post for others?  There are so many ways to do this.  At this 

time, it may require more imagination than when we can see folks in person, but 

thanks to technology, we can still support others.  Invite someone to Zoom church.  

Get to know a Calvary family.  Learn the names of the children so that you can 

encourage them in every way you can.  Visit or become a pen-pal with a shut-in or 

elderly person.  Teach your children/grandchildren some Bible verses.  Sing a song or 

hymn with someone.  Join a new Calvary Connect small group and contribute your 

experience and learning.   Find a way to get to know someone in a place where you 

are usually uncomfortable.  Get involved with a group that is working for justice. 

Jesus said, “The gatekeeper opens the gate for the shepherd, and he goes in 

through it. The sheep know their shepherd’s voice. He calls each of them by name and 

leads them out.  When he has led out all of his sheep, he walks in front of them, and 

they follow, because they know his voice. I am the gate. All who come in through me 

will be saved. Through me they will come and go and find pasture.”  

We are sheep of the flock of Jesus.  Jesus gives us the freedom to come and 

go, to live life in his presence.  Jesus invites everyone to come and go in freedom.     

What are the fences we have built around ourselves?  Do they protect us?  Or do we 

stay inside them to keep other people away from us?  Or do we put others behind the 

barriers, not wanting to acknowledge them or see their gifts from God?   

A stump fence was once an effective fence.  Our stump fence was built by 

piling up the stumps of pine trees when my grandfathers cleared the land for farming 

well over a century ago.  The fence is gone now.  It deteriorated and became part of 

the earth again, no longer a barrier for animals.  It served its purpose then, but it is 

no longer needed.  Do you suppose that we can keep the fence posts of our lives, but 

remove the broken, rusty old fence that connected them?  Can we follow Christ out 

of the sheepfold and into the world?  Can we tear down the barriers in His Name?  

Can we treat everyone as we would be treated?  Everyone!   

Think about people you want to hold at arm’s length or even place a wall 

around.  Who are they?  Where are they?  In cities, nursing homes, prisons, here in 

Mohnton neighborhoods?  How can you get to know them, hear their stories, their 

struggles, their hopes and fears?  Following Christ may take us to places that are 

unfamiliar and uncomfortable, learning from people who we think are different, but 

really are just human, like we are.  Can we at least speak up and disagree when we 

hear someone devalue another human being? 

We are afraid.  We can’t see what will happen next.  Which way shall we turn?  

Which road should we take?  God calls us more strongly than ever to decide now to 

go and do and live outside the fences!   

Kathy Keinard – Daughter of Lee & 

Mary Jane; hip replacement 

surgery on 7/15 
 

Glenn Shaffer – Friend of the 

Hibshman’s; recently diagnosed  

with lymphoma 
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CONVERSATIONS ON RACE 

Sundays, starting July 12th, at 6:30PM 

via ZOOM 
 

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 

everywhere. We are caught in an 

inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a 

single garment of destiny. Whatever affects 

one directly, affects all indirectly.  

-Martin Luther King, Jr., Letter from the 

Birmingham Jail 
 

As Dr. King so eloquently illustrates, the pain 

of racism touches all of us. You are invited to 

join together in Conversations on Race 

starting Sunday, July 12th at 6:30PM (see 

Zoom link below). In open, honest 

conversations, we will examine how racism 

works, learn how to identify racism in 

ourselves and in our community, and explore 

ways that we, as people of faith, can confront 

racism. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=

cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09  

Meeting ID: 862 6669 9927 

Password: 063242 
 

Dial by your location: 

1-646 558 8656 US  

Meeting ID: 862 6669 9927;  

Password: 063242 

 

Food items are in good 

quantity for the July Mifflin 

Food Ministry.   
 
 

Toiletries and kitchen items 

requested for the July 18th 

pantry are: shampoo, body 

wash, toothpaste, deodorant, 

hand soap, & dish detergent. 
 

School supplies needed for 

August 15 pantry:  2-pocket 

folders, pencils, spiral 

notebooks, pink erasers, 

subject dividers, glue sticks, 

markers, colored pencils, and 

highlighters.   
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 27 
Current Year thru        06/28/2020      Last Year thru           06/29/2019 

Received               $136,777      Received                     $144,186 

Annual Budget Need     $320,000       Annual Budget Need   $308,162 

%Rec’d to Date                   42.7%      %Rec’d to Date                 46.8% 

Sunday AM Adult Study – Following 9AM Zoom Worship 

(1-1.5 hour discussion class) 
 

For this Sunday, the topic for our gathering will be Behaving.  How does 

it look to take an active role in our Christian life?  How does behavior 

look different now than it did in the past in terms of church participation?  

How are we going to discern what practices will connect me with God 

and others in this rapidly changing world?  What does our hospitality 

look like to the people outside our church community?  These questions 

and others will be addressed this Sunday (7/5, 7/12) and next in our 

Embracing Spiritual Awakening series. 

No reading materials needed in advance (but if your own personal 

participant’s guide is desired, contact Richie for more information).  

Come as you are!   

Joining Zoom link (same as Sunday AM worship): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3b

EorMUNwRUNkZz09  

 Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 082013 

 

Wednesday PM Adult Study (discussion based) 

(UPDATED FOR TONIGHT’S TOPIC) 

For this Wednesday, the topic for our gathering will be The Bible 

Matters.  "the Bible is our collective story.  How is that story reflected 

in our daily lives? How do we wrestle with parts of the Bible that seem 

strange to us? What is it about the Bible that seems to address our present 

moment? These questions and more will be addressed this Wednesday 

(7/1, 7/8) and next in our Embracing a Life of Meaning series. 

Joining Zoom link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBW

m1jd1UrL3VZUT09  

Meeting ID: 817 414 027  Password: 888524 

Dial by your location: 1 646 558 8656 

Meeting ID: 817 414 027   Password: 888524 

 

 

         

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09

