
 

  

 

 Check for updates on 

our website @ 

calvaryumcmohnton.org  

and/or Facebook page. 
 

 
 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, June 28th 
at 9AM 
1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, June 28th 
at 9AM  
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?p
wd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEor
MUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 
 

Calvary Weekly Connections 

  June 28 – July 3, 2020 

The Missing Piece 
[6/21/20 Message by Craig Caltagirone; Read: Romans 6:1-11, NIV] 

 
Father’s Day 2020.  For me it’s a different one this year, because it is my first 

without the physical presence of my earthy father. 

But halfway through 2020, this has been a different year for all of us.  We are all impacted 

by the pandemic, not only our community, but our entire world. ….. And for me, in the midst 

of the isolation, I lost my mother, suddenly and unexpected.  Add the social unrest 

throughout our nation and it may be too many topics competing to be heard in one message 

today – or is it?  Is there a common thread? 

On May 16th, the Reading Eagle reported a recent poll finding “The coronavirus has 

prompted almost two thirds of American believers of all faiths to feel that God is telling 

humanity to change how it lives.”    Do you agree?  This article appeared before the social 

unrest that would explode 2 weeks later. 

And maybe you have asked the question, “How did we get here?”  Here … to all this 

unrest – not just the protests, but the unrest within so many of us.  How did we get here 

and how do we move from this unrest towards the desired calm and peace of God? 

Charles Chaput is the former Archbishop of Philadelphia.  He stated, “The deep 

moral problems we now face in our country didn’t happen overnight. …  We can’t quick-fix 

our way out of problems we behaved ourselves into.”    He continues,     “We ultimately get 

the nation we deserve, either through our diligence or our indifference. ”  Hear that last 

sentence again, “We ultimately get the nation we deserve, either through our diligence or 

our indifference.”    

Our reading this morning from Romans 6 is sub-titled Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ. 

Many of us attempt to live in Christ or Christ in us; … to have Jesus as our guide.  And I think 

Chaput’s thoughts apply – as we live in Christ and Christ in me, we need diligence, not 

indifference.   

Now while I’m usually focused on New Testament, lately words from the Old 

Testament are bringing me comfort and encouragement.    I share some of these today with 

the hope you hear something new or at least a welcome reminder.  I hope you hear 

challenge, not condemnation.  And I hope you find encouragement in these words today.      

 

~Message cont’d pg 2 

Food items are in 

good quantity for 

the July Mifflin 

Food Ministry.   

 

Toiletries and 

kitchen items 

requested for the 

July 18th pantry 

are: shampoo, body 

wash, toothpaste, 

deodorant, hand 

soap, & dish 

detergent. 
 

http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
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Now there is always a risk in selectively picking only 

portions of Scripture.  The risk of taking it out of context – 

or cherry picking to have words of Scripture seemingly 

validate my thoughts and actions.  That is not what I am 

doing here today.   

For each of these, I have read the preceding and 

following text.  I am sharing them not to justify my thoughts, 

but to share the comfort I have discovered. 

I’ve found in recent months that as I awake in the 

middle of the night, some nights unable to return to 

peaceful sleep, my prayers alone are not enough to calm my 

mind.  And somehow, - maybe it’s the Holy Spirit at work, - 

somehow I was directed to replay some of the Psalms in my 

mind.  I’ve never been one to memorize Psalms, not even 

the 23rd, - the Lord is my shepherd ….  But Psalm 23 was a 

place for me to start.   Psalm 23 contains so much, that I 

continued reading and found Psalm 25 to also be comforting 

to me - In you, LORD my God, I put my trust.  The words 

immediately sounded familiar because they are the source 

of lyrics in a song sung by Third Day – I never tied the song 

to the source -  Psalm 25.   

The result of reflecting on these Psalms has been a 

calm comfort containing hope for me. 

What a difference to the noise I hear during my 

daytime hours.  Do you hear the noise?  … So many voices 

feeling the need to be heard today.  Social media makes it 

so easy.  Some of the thoughts aim at a solution.  Some are 

just an outlet of frustration, anger, fear.   

Seems everyone has their own opinion and so many 

need to force their view on others, even without all the 

facts.  So before I press my thoughts on others, I might do 

well to turn to the wisdom of Proverbs 18 verse 2: 

 Fools find no pleasure in understanding 

    but delight in airing their own opinions. 

Oh, I looked in the mirror and recited this before 

bringing it to you today.  I recognize that much of what I am 

sharing may be considered my own opinions. 

Those opinions - what tone do I use when 

presenting my opinions?  Social media and emails risk 

having the emotional tone misinterpreted, but whether it is 

written or audible, I know that I sometimes come off as 

angry maybe even offensive on certain topics.  I excuse it by 

claiming to be filled with passion in my voice, but maybe I 

need to be more mindful of not only what I say, but how I 

say it.  Maybe I need to look to: Proverbs 15:1 

A gentle answer turns away wrath, 

    but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

A few weeks ago, I took the suggestion from some 

of you and reduced my consumption of television news.  I 

still get the updates, but I don’t need to hear the same 

reports 6 times in one day.  I don’t need to add to the 

internal tension with the hyped up reporting. 

And I began to examine how my opinions, my 

beliefs are influenced by what is around me, my 

environment, my experiences right here in Mohnton.  And 

as simplistic as it may be, I had my eyes opened to recognize 

how my beliefs, my convictions, are so influenced by my 

local culture and life experiences that my views may differ 

greatly from the beliefs of others just a short distance away.   

The downtown Reading neighborhood where my 

parents grew up likely has some basic attitudes that are not 

the same as those of us in the Boroughs of Mohnton or 

Shillington or the Township of Cumru.  Travel just an hour 

away to center-city Philadelphia and there may be greater 

differences.   Head south to the Carolinas or Mississippi or 

across our land to California and I realize these United States 

of America may not be so - united.  And hear me, I consider 

myself a patriot.  I do not accept dishonoring our flag or the 

sacrifices of all who have preserved my freedom to speak 

before you today.  But I’ve come to a new recognition that 

the citizens of our nation hold such a vast variety of 

experiences and history … that our views are all formed 

differently.  It impacts the reception and the translation of 

the words we hear from others.  

Yes – I know I may be stating the obvious, but 

sometimes we become blind to the obvious.  I don’t think 

about those contributing factors when I find myself 

debating an opposing opinion.  And yet as wide as that 

spectrum of beliefs is, we believe – we as Christians - believe 

we have a common foundation, a common direction that 

leads us to PEACE – a peace within, not just an absence of 

war and violence, but true internal peace.      

It doesn’t matter if you are the president of a great 

nation, the governor of a state, a scientist, a theologian – we 

are not in control and you alone do not bring Peace.  Oh, 

you may order a cease fire, you may order sanctions to 

occur, but I’m talking about internal peace.  Do you agree 

with my claim, that only God can provide that lasting 

internal peace?  God and the Holy Spirit working in us.   

And yet, I look to be part of the solution rather than 

just amplifying the discouraging current events.  I was 

reminded of the words of St Francis of Assisi as they 

appeared in one of the many sympathy cards my family 

received.  Make me an instriument of your peace.                  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

01 –  John Rowe 

1411 Farm Crest Dr. 

Ephrata, PA  17522 
 

05 –  Jane Smith 

36 Gale Rd. 

Camp Hill, PA  17011 

~Message cont’d from page 2 

And so in this quest for calm, for Peace, God’s Peace, I look to Jesus.  I look to 

the promise of Jesus for us to expect and accept the gift of the Holy Spirit in our lives.    

Do you know the Peace of God, and I don’t mean head knowledge, I mean have 

you experienced – do you know the Peace of God that passes all understanding?  The 

phrase itself tells us that I can’t explain it to you – it passes understanding.  But I can tell 

you, some of us have attempted to describe it – even if we can’t understand it.   

For me, it was a peace that came over me in the depths of anxiety and 

depression years ago.  For me, I believe it was that Peace that kept me from becoming 

hysterical that day I arrived on the scene when my dad passed.  It is difficult to think 

about that day; the image remains.  And then, just a few months later, the experience 

repeated – this time it was my mother.  Was it for real?  Was there something I could 

have done differently to change the outcome?  I believe at some earlier points in my life, 

my response would not have been as strong, as healthy, as helpful to others and would 

have been less honoring to both my earthly mother & father and my heavenly father.  

But now … I believe the Holy Spirt, delivered the Peace of God to support me.   

For all of us, the question has been repeated so often in recent weeks: When are things 

going to get back to normal?  Is that what we want, to go back to where we were?  Or 

do we want to emerge better, stronger, more faith … full?     

 Were the results of that poll representative of you?  Do you believe God wants 

change?  What do you plan to do about it?   

My challenging question is not to tell you are not good enough; it’s not to beat 

you up and leave you discouraged.  It’s the opposite, it’s to encourage you – that you 

may find even greater peace than you have ever known – you may find greater joy and 

become a blessing to others.   

Back into the Old Testament for another verse of Scripture that I can hear being 

sung many years ago at a Promise Keepers event:  2 Chronicles 7:14  (NIV):  if my people, 

who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn 

from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will 

heal their land.  …..  Oh, do we need healing? 

When I first began writing today’s words, the focus was on Father’s Day and I 

was going to tie together the unconditional love of my earthly father with that of our 

Heavenly Father and then many changes occurred, leading me instead to the words I 

just shared.  We need to know that Our Father is a “Good Good Father”, that Our Father 

wants the best for us, that our trust and our hope – our refuge and our fortress is found 

in Our Father, Our God. 

I conclude today with one more thought on lifestyles during the pandemic.  Have 

you worked on any jigsaw puzzles during the past few months?  You know how you 

sometimes just can’t find the piece you are looking for.  You start to question if it is on 

the floor or in the cushions of the sofa or maybe it was lost by the manufacturer?  The 

Missing Puzzle Piece.  The big ones are easy to find, but the small seemingly insignificant 

pieces – those are the ones we sometimes struggle to find, to complete the puzzle.   

How often do we see ourselves as insignificant?  How often do we think our 

voice, our vote, our  … witness … – doesn’t matter in the big picture?  I ask you to 

reconsider, think about that small piece of that jigsaw puzzle – maybe you are the 

missing piece or maybe the missing piece is God’s peace.  Spell it p-e-a-c-e.  The missing 

peace may just be the missing piece.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Ed Leiser Sr – Father-in-law of 

Helen Hartman’s niece has 

esophageal cancer in Stage 

2/3.  Receiving 

chemo/radiation to shrink and 

then surgery 

Fam. of Linwood Miller – 

Husband of Shirley & father of 

Patricia Balthaser; passed 

away on June 20th; a service 

will be held at Feeney Funeral 

Home (625 N. 4th Street, 

Reading) on June 30th at 

11AM; preceded by a viewing 

at 10AM; following the service, 

a military burial will take place 

at Ft. Indian Town Gap.  

Wanda Steffey – Shoulder 

replacement surgery 

scheduled for 6/30 postponed; 

doctor needs to determine the 

cause of bone degeneration 

Pastor Tamie will be on 

vacation  through 

 June 28th.   

Carol Adams will lead 

worship and bring the 

online message  

this Sunday. 

Bob Wagner, CLM, will 

provide coverage for 

pastoral emergencies (HM: 

610-796-0111; 

Cell: 610-406-7038; 

Email: 

rwagner726@gmail.com 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 25   
Current Year thru         06/21/2020      Last Year thru                06/22/2019 

Received                   $135,844      Received                     $139,093 

Annual Budget Need        $320,000       Annual Budget Need         $308,162 

%Rec’d to Date                     42.5%      %Rec’d to Date                       45.1% 

 

CONVERSATIONS  

ON RACE 

Sundays, starting July 

12th, at 6:30PM via 

ZOOM 
 

Injustice anywhere is a 

threat to justice 

everywhere. We are caught 

in an inescapable network 

of mutuality, tied in a 

single garment of destiny. 

Whatever affects one 

directly, affects all 

indirectly.  

-Martin Luther King, Jr., 

Letter from the 

Birmingham Jail 
 

As Dr. King so eloquently 

illustrates, the pain of 

racism touches all of us. 

You are invited to join 

together in Conversations 

on Race starting Sunday, 

July 12th at 6:30PM (see 

Zoom link below). In open, 

honest conversations, we 

will examine how racism 

works, learn how to identify 

racism in ourselves and in 

our community, and explore 

ways that we, as people of 

faith, can confront racism. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8

6266699927?pwd=cmQyRU

ZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNT

U9Cdz09  

Meeting ID: 862 6669 9927 

Password: 063242 
 

Dial by your location: 

1-646 558 8656 US (New 

York) 

Meeting ID: 862 6669 9927 

Password: 063242 

 

Sunday AM Adult Study – Following 9AM Zoom Worship 

Embracing Spiritual Awakening, with Diana Butler Bass.  Join us as we journey with our 

guide, Diana Butler Bass, who will show us what it means to embrace Experiential Faith 

through Waking Up, Believing, Behaving, Belonging, and Awakening.  Here we will 

discuss some of the dynamics of Christian spirituality as we find ourselves living in a 

fascinating and time in our tradition’s history, where we see so many shifts in the Christian 

landscape.  While many see numbers declining in church membership, this does not mean 

that people are not connecting with God.  How do you experience God today?  See where 

the discussion takes us as we follow Diana along with a mixed group of adults, young 

adults, and youth throughout this group study. 

Note:  This class will be more discussion based than content based, so come prepared to 

listen, consider self-reflective questions, and share with others as you feel led.  Our aim 

will be to conduct our discussion from 1-1.5 hours.  No reading materials needed in 

advance (but if your own personal participant’s guide is desired, contact Richie for more 

information).  Come as you are!   

Joining Zoom link (same as Sunday AM worship): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNk

Zz09  

 Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 082013 

 

Wed PM Adult Study 

Embracing a Life of Meaning, with Kathleen Norris:  What gives your faith life meaning? 

Journey with our guide, Kathleen Norris, as we explore what it means to find meaning in 

our Beliefs, the Bible, our Community, our Place, and Ourselves as divine image bearers.  

This conversation will allow us to consider the depth of value these various faith 

components have had to us over the years, and most importantly, the value they have for 

us now.  We will be challenged to reflect on our present spiritual condition in this time of 

change and uncertainty in our church, culture and in ourselves, being inspired in our 

discipleship of Jesus. 

Note:  This class will be more discussion based than content based, so come prepared to 

listen, consider self-reflective questions, and share with others as you feel led.  Our aim 

will be to conduct our discussion from 1-1.5 hours.  No reading materials needed in 

advance (but if your own personal participant’s guide is desired, contact Richie for more 

information).  Come as you are! 

Joining Zoom link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT

09  

 Meeting ID: 817 414 027  Password: 888524 

 

Dial by your location: 1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09

