
 

  

 

 Check for updates on our 

website @ 

calvaryumcmohnton.org  

and/or Facebook page. 
 

 
 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, June 21st 
at 9AM 
1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, June 21st 
at 9AM  
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?p
wd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEor
MUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 
 

Calvary Weekly Connections 

      June 21st – 27th, 2020 

Calvary Joins Small 
 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the 

habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching. ~Hebrews 10:24-25, NIV 

 
Calvary Connect is moving beyond Wednesday night! Just as the COVID-19 
pandemic has challenged us to worship outside the walls of the church building, so 
Calvary is re-visioning its small group ministry to go anywhere, at any time. Based 
on the feedback from the all church meeting and other conversations, Calvary will 
continue to worship online and strive to connect everyone in a weekly small group 
meeting or activity. I am so excited about the possibilities that are stirring for all of us 
to join in a small way. 
 
During this time, when large gatherings increase the risk of transmitting COVID-19, 
Calvary will intentionally focus on building its small group ministry. Our vision is to 
find a way to connect everyone in a small way for an hour each week. John Wesley 
started all his meetings by simply asking, “How is it with your soul?” This is the heart-
set of a small group. It’s a time to share life together, navigate the complexities of 
pandemic life, and support one another. There is already talk about different kinds of 
small groups: biking and/or kayaking, Bible study on Zoom, worshiping on porches, 
conversations on race, youth outings, and more. We are seeking people with a 
possible space and people who have an interest to share with other people. Please 
contact Richie Weitzel at christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com with ideas you may 
have. Calvary Connect is itself an expression of our community, its gifts and graces. 
 
Starting in July, once Berks County moves to the green-phase, we hope everyone 
will commit to joining in some small way. On this journey, we need to embrace the 
two-way street of healthy relationships. It’s one thing to consider what you will receive 
from the small group; it’s another to wonder the potential for what you have to give 

others. I ask that you anticipate what God is going to do in us and through us because of the 

relationships we build within the community.  

 
May the peace and love of Christ be yours in abundance. 
 

Pastor Tamie 
 

by KAUFFMAN’S  
 

Friday, June 26, 2020  
2:00 to 6:00 PM  

$8.50pp 
 

Walgreen’s Parking 
Lot,  Shillington, PA. 

Proceeds support  
Good Shepherd Mission  

in Puttur, India 
 

Includes half chicken, 
potato, roll and 

applesauce. 
contact Jen Razz for tickets 
484-529-6850 or walk up 

the day of the BBQ 
 

http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
mailto:christianed.calvmohn@gmail.com
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Thank you Danny, Paige, and Lilly for sharing this 

beautiful story with us this morning. It is a delightful glimpse 

through the eyes of a child of what it means to host Jesus at 

your house. The child shares his very best: chairs, tea, secret 

places, garden, and toys. He doesn’t prepare a feast; he 

shares tea and apples picked from his tree. He doesn’t 

wonder if any of it is good enough, the rocking chair or 

blooming flowers or toy sailboat. He shares his deepest fear 

and asks for a blessing. I especially like how they clean up 

before Jesus leaves. It seems to me that the child is simply 

being himself, and nothing more. Jesus makes it very clear 

in the Gospel of Luke when he says, “Let the little children 

come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who 

will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 

never enter it” (Luke 18:16-17). Here we see the perfect 

illustration of a child hosting the Son of God as if Jesus is just 

another friend.  

I think we make Christianity so much more difficult 

than it needs to be. We argue over doctrine and creeds and 

the meaning of the Bible from Genesis to Revelations. We 

build churches and designate them holy; yet, most of Jesus’ 

ministry happened outside the synagogue. It was in the 

street, in fields and boats, along the shore and on top of 

mountains. It was most certainly in the homes of people. 

Remember when people lowered their sick friend through 

the roof? or when a woman washed Jesus’ feet with her 

tears and dried them with her hair at the home of a 

Pharisee? or when he ate with Simon the leper in Bethany? 

or raised Jairus’ sick daughter? And when Jesus sent out his 

disciples, two by two, he directs them to take nothing with 

them. Instead, he spends much time discussing what to do 

when they stay at someone’s house. The disciples enter and 

first offer their peace. It’s here, in the home, that the 

ministry begins in a community. It’s people eating and 

sharing and talking and building relationships in the midst of 

everyday living that we encounter Christ. Jesus gathered 

people and developed friendships; he shared with them the 

message of love, mercy, and peace.  

I couldn’t help but wonder what I would do if Jesus 

came to my home, and a few memories came to mind. Once 

we hosted Thanksgiving at my house for over thirty people. 

At the time we didn’t have any living room furniture. This 

meant we could build a long table of many tables. What a 

project that turned out to be with chairs, table cloths, 

centerpieces, and dinnerware. When we celebrated  

my Grandpa’s birthday, we hosted pony rides for my little 

cousins and made homemade ice cream and set up water 

games. When we host friends, Frank often spends days 

making his gravy and homemade pasta. When Frank makes 

linguine, he dries it on a pole. He places the pole between 

two countertops, which leaves the pasta dangling. Sam used 

to love riding his tractors underneath the pasta, pretending 

it was a tunnel. Hosting friends and family at the Scalise 

house is always a huge ordeal. Imagine trying to make a visit 

from Jesus special. That’s exactly what I find so endearing 

about this story. It shouldn’t be as complicated as we make 

it. We’re missing what is most important. 

 The little boy teaches us this, as he recognizes that 

his imaginary visit from Jesus happens every time a person 

visits. All the things he did with Jesus, he should do for 

others. Most importantly, he needs to gather people in his 

house, show them his love, and build friendships. While this 

seems easier with people we know - family and friends, 

Jesus lives differently. He invites the people who are not 

usually welcome in homes, like Zacchaeus. The whole town 

was talking about the rabbi who went to the house of a 

thief, a despised tax collector. I think about the thrill that 

must have been in Zacchaeus’ heart as he climbed down 

that tree to lead Jesus and his followers to his house. Jesus 

wanted to be with him. It was the same for the woman who 

anointed Jesus; she was shunned by her community. Not 

only did Jesus welcome her presence, he defended and 

protected her. At one point, his family came to a home and 

asked to see Jesus. Jesus declared that his family was with 

him; he was surrounded by them. For Jesus, it wasn’t just 

about hospitality. The guest list made a difference. While he 

traveled and taught a small group of disciples, his mission 

was to widen that circle with all people - people he didn’t 

know; people who were excluded and needed to belong. 

 This summer Calvary will focus on further 

developing a mission that looks just like this - people 

gathering to build friendships and widen their circle. For 

Jesus, this happens in small circles. So even as Jesus had his 

twelve disciples, he also had an inner circle of three. Here 

we are in a worldwide pandemic where large gatherings of 

people increase the risk of transmitting COVID-19. The 

larger the group, the greater the risk of transmission. 

Calvary will join small, with the intent to foster relationships 

and meet new people in a small group. We are encouraging 

everyone to commit to an hour each week to meet with a 

small group.  Here’s the thing. It shouldn’t be complicated. 

Since it’s summertime, let’s open our porches, patios, and 

shady grass under a tree.                    ~Sermon cont’d page 3 

If Jesus Came to Your House 
Pastor Tamie’s June 14th Sermon; Read Luke 19:1-10 (NIV) 
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22 – Chuck Wills 

        135 Hartz Store Rd. 

        Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

23 – Camryn Holmes 

        608 Wolfe Ln. 

        Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

23 – Taylor Minick 

        48 Rim View Lane 

        Reading, PA 19607 
 

24 – Suzanne Myers 

        4304 Glenside Dr. 

        Reading, PA 19605 
 

26 – Ann Rohrbach 

        13 Charlemont Ct. 

        Reading, PA 19607 
 

27 – Adam Feiler 

        3314 Pequot Dr. 

        Sinking Spr., PA  19608 

~Sermon cont’d from page 2 

 

One person suggested that small groups meet during Sunday worship! How much fun 

would that be? Let’s plan for an evening walk or a Saturday morning hike in Nolde Forest. 

Maybe we can meet online for a book discussion or gather in the chapel library for 

prayer. Maybe we can organize a family badminton group. I will be holding conversations 

on race on Sunday evenings in Zoom. In this small, intimate space, it is easier to invite 

other friends and neighbors; it’s less intimidating than meeting for a worship service. Of 

course, we must meet safely, with face coverings, hand washing, and social distancing. 

We must offer groups that will meet online as well. All that means is keeping it extra 

simple. The focus is on the gathering, on the building relationships, and less on how and 

what we do. Sometimes we make Christianity extra hard. That’s why we need to adopt 

the spirit of children! They gather at sandlots or meet up at a tree or ride bikes through 

town…it can be that simple. 

Would you be interested in hosting a small group? We need to start here, 

seeking out people who have a space or an idea for a group. Maybe you don’t have a 

space but would be interested in leading. Please also let us know if you are willing to 

help lead. In this time when people are restricted from gathering, let us join small to 

create safe places, whether it’s online or in-person, where we can foster those 

connections that people long for. When we gather, wherever two or more gather in 

Christ, this moment is grace-filled. In this small circle, in prayer, in sharing life together, 

connections will be woven. The tapestry of love and life will grow. Blessings will follow. 

So I ask…what if Jesus were to come to your house? 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 24   
Current Year thru         06/14/2020      Last Year thru                06/15/2019 

Received                   $132,729      Received                     $137,612 

Annual Budget Need        $320,000       Annual Budget Need         $308,162 

%Rec’d to Date                     41.5%      %Rec’d to Date                       44.7% 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS & UPDATE 
 

Rami El Samahy - son-in-law of the Hutzell’s, home recovering from surgery 

to repair three hernias 

Fam. of Jack Gordon – Husband of Carole; passed away at home early in 

the morning on 6/18; Condolences may be sent to: Mrs. Carole Gordon, 5 

Pine Tree Ct., Reading, PA  19607 

Linwood Miller – Husband of Shirley; in St. Joseph Hosp. (PH: 610-898-

5938); is being placed on hospice.  Calls are welcome.  

Karen Moore – Ovarian cancer surgery went very well.  Chemo did its job; 

only 2 small cancer sites removed; will be in Lancaster General for 5 days, 

then home recovering for 6 weeks.  More chemo to follow. 

 

 

 

Pastor Tamie will be 

away from June 18th 

through June 28th.   

Craig Caltagirone will 

bring the online 

message on 6/21, and 

Carol Adams will 

provide the message  

on 6/28. 

Bob Wagner, CLM, 

will provide coverage 

for pastoral 

emergencies (HM: 

610-796-0111; 

Cell: 610-406-7038; 

Email: 
rwagner726@gmail.com 
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CONVERSATIONS ON RACE 

Sundays, starting July 12th, at 

6:30PM via ZOOM 
 

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 

everywhere. We are caught in an 

inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a 

single garment of destiny. Whatever 

affects one directly, affects all indirectly. -

Martin Luther King, Jr., Letter from the 

Birmingham Jail 
 

As Dr. King so eloquently illustrates, the 

pain of racism touches all of us. You are 

invited to join together in Conversations 

on Race starting Sunday, July 12th at 

6:30PM (see Zoom link below). In open, 

honest conversations, we will examine 

how racism works, learn how to identify 

racism in ourselves and in our community, 

and explore ways that we, as people of 

faith, can confront racism. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?p

wd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNT

U9Cdz09  

Meeting ID: 862 6669 9927 

Password: 063242 
 

Dial by your location: 

1-646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 862 6669 9927 

Password: 063242 

 

Sunday AM Adult Study – Following 9AM Zoom Worship 

Embracing Spiritual Awakening, with Diana Butler Bass.  Join us as we 

journey with our guide, Diana Butler Bass, who will show us what it means 

to embrace Experiential Faith through Waking Up, Believing, Behaving, 

Belonging, and Awakening.  Here we will discuss some of the dynamics of 

Christian spirituality as we find ourselves living in a fascinating and time in 

our tradition’s history, where we see so many shifts in the Christian 

landscape.  While many see numbers declining in church membership, this 

does not mean that people are not connecting with God.  How do you 

experience God today?  See where the discussion takes us as we follow Diana 

along with a mixed group of adults, young adults, and youth throughout this 

group study. 

Note:  This class will be more discussion based than content based, so come 

prepared to listen, consider self-reflective questions, and share with others 

as you feel led.  Our aim will be to conduct our discussion from 1-1.5 hours.  

No reading materials needed in advance (but if your own personal 

participant’s guide is desired, contact Richie for more information).  Come 

as you are!   

Joining Zoom link (same as Sunday AM worship): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEor

MUNwRUNkZz09  

 Meeting ID: 647 829 181; Password: 082013 

 

Wed PM Adult Study 

Embracing a Life of Meaning, with Kathleen Norris:  What gives your faith 

life meaning? Journey with our guide, Kathleen Norris, as we explore what it 

means to find meaning in our Beliefs, the Bible, our Community, our Place, 

and Ourselves as divine image bearers.  This conversation will allow us to 

consider the depth of value these various faith components have had to us 

over the years, and most importantly, the value they have for us now.  We 

will be challenged to reflect on our present spiritual condition in this time of 

change and uncertainty in our church, culture and in ourselves, being inspired 

in our discipleship of Jesus. 

Note:  This class will be more discussion based than content based, so come 

prepared to listen, consider self-reflective questions, and share with others 

as you feel led.  Our aim will be to conduct our discussion from 1-1.5 hours.  

No reading materials needed in advance (but if your own personal 

participant’s guide is desired, contact Richie for more information).  Come 

as you are! 

Joining Zoom link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1j

d1UrL3VZUT09  

 Meeting ID: 817 414 027  Password: 888524 

 

Dial by your location: 1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09

