
 

  

 

 Check for updates on our 

website @ 

calvaryumcmohnton.org  

and/or Facebook page. 
 

 
 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, June 7th 
at 9AM 
1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 

Sunday, June 7th 
at 9AM  
 

https://zoom.us/j/647829181?p
wd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEor
MUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 
 

Calvary Weekly Connections 

      June 7th – June 13th, 2020 

Bishop Peggy Johnson has 
given her permission to 
celebrate the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion online.  
Please prepare a slice or a 
small loaf of  bread & cup(s) 
of juice.  Set these elements 
wherever experience Zoom 
worship with our faith 
community. Perhaps place 
them on a lovely cloth that 
reminds you of a special time 
or person, light a candle or 
place a flower or the 
photograph of someone you 
wish to bring into the circle of 
faith beside the bread and the 
cup.  
 

Your preparations before 
hand are greatly appreciated. 

Unfinished 
Pastor Tamie’s May 31st Sermon; Read Act 2:1-21 

 
Many people sing Happy Birthday on this day of Pentecost, recognized as the 

birthday of the church. Though I know that this day is a moment of creation, I see it as a 

part of God’s ongoing creation, where there is no beginning and no ending, only God’s 

everlasting life. There is a new creation, for this moment comes with wind and fire, with 

transformation, with birth. Let’s capture it in its long story, and the one that remains 

unfinished. 

On this day of Pentecost, we find an interesting guest list that comes to the party. 

Of course, Jesus’ closest friends are praying in the upper room. It’s not just the disciples, an 

eleven that returns to twelve when Matthias is elected to replace Judas. It’s emphasized 

that Mary and other women are also actively praying. The community is made up of about 

one hundred twenty people, and it’s not a nucleus of people - not singular of clan or class. 

When the fire and wind arrive, a crowd convenes outside inquiring about what seems like 

chaos and disturbance. The crowd itself is an international gathering of the Jewish diaspora, 

representing a multitude of cultures. The Holy Spirit arrives during the Jewish Feast of 

Weeks, which is connected with the giving of the law on Mount Sinai. Jerusalem is 

overflowing with a Jewish diaspora who pilgrimage to Jerusalem for this festivity. They are 

devout Jews from every nation under heaven, sharing the same story and the same faith 

and the same hope of Israel’s restoration. 

When we return to the book of Genesis, a story of beginnings, the chaos of the 

crowd on this day of Pentecost is reminiscent of the tower of Babel and the division of 

languages then imposed. At one time, the whole earth had one language and the same 

words. The people convened and set out to build themselves a city and a tower with its top 

in the heavens. They decided to create a name for themselves, such that they would not be 

scattered over the earth (Genesis 11:1-4). God descends, confusing their language and 

scattering them across the face of all the earth. Not being able to understand one another’s 

language is a determined factor in division. 

On this day of Pentecost, this huddled, prayerful community of followers is 

anticipating the Holy Spirit. They had been told that a fire would baptize them, empowering 

~Sermon cont’d page 3  
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JUNE MIFFLIN COMMUNITY FOOD MINISTRY NEEDS; DUE 6/19: 

Cereal 100% Fruit Juice & Toilet Paper 

 

As the county designation moves to the yellow-phase, Calvary is making plans for what it means to reopen the doors of the 

building at the green-phase. I want to emphasize that we are not reopening church; the church is and always will be open 

whether we are in the building or not. Calvary is worshipping, praying, and serving faithfully now. The excitement brewing is 

about us joining holistically in spirit and body. The decision we have to make is how to safely transition to in-house gatherings 

that nurture the whole community and respect the diverse needs of its members. I want to explain the vision on my heart 

and invite everyone to share in the conversation as we strive to join more fully into the body of Christ. 
 

Reopening Calvary’s Doors 

When Calvary reopens its doors, we will do so in care and kindness of all people. This is especially true of caring for our 

vulnerable, who may not be able to attend in-house gatherings, and all those who serve in our building. Calvary Care Summer 

Camp, its staff, children, and families, are beginning on June 8th. They will be occupying the entire lower level. On that same 

date, the construction project on the ramp begins at the front entrance of the building and on the third floor. All of this activity 

will increase the work of our cleaning staff. Calvary is already a bustling place. All of our transition must take into consideration 

the intersection of these groups in space, time, and any forms of contact. 
 

The COVID-19 Response Planning Team is assessing best practices that will assist us in, once again, gathering in-house safely. 

Due to the restrictions in the yellow-phase for group size and activities, such as singing and socially distanced seating, we will 

not consider in-house worship until we move to the green-phase. Even then, walking through the doors of the church will be 

a new experience. Health and safety protocols will take place, including the requirement of masks, temperature taking, social 

distancing practices, one-way entrance and exits, and sanitation after any and all uses of a space. The inclusion of music will 

be different, as we navigate the safety concerns of congregational singing and assess how to reintegrate the choir and praise 

bands. As we navigate in-house gatherings, we will commit to continuing all activities in an online format to ensure inclusion 

of our whole community. Increased technology will be necessary, along with the learning required to do so effectively. I am 

so grateful for the Response Team’s commitment to face this huge task with deep compassion and a faithful spirit. 
 

Joining Small 

As we consider the dynamics already at work, I would like to recommend “joining small” through at least July and August, 

regardless if Berks County moves to the green-phase. This means we would continue to worship online with Zoom as a whole 

faith community. Meanwhile, we would establish small group meetings in the church and possibly off-site that will also be 

made available online. We want to connect everyone in a small way. Small group culture is a vital sign of a healthy church that 

aligns with the mission of the church to make disciples. Small groups foster an intimate space where people can nurture 

relationships, engage in conversations that target individual needs and interests, and develop missional projects that may be 

on their hearts. 
 

What the small groups look like and do depends on the responses we receive from you. The most effective small groups range 

in size between seven and twelve people. They form around a variety of purposes: book discussion, missional project, topic 

of interest (environmental justice or prayer), shared life experience (grief or parenting), and so forth. We imagine simply 

beginning with the question used by John Wesley, “How is it with your soul?” Pandemic life, its challenges and graces, offers 

us a relevant and shared space to nurture our spirituality and deepen relationships with God, ourselves, and the world. Our 

goal is to create small groups, be intentional about growing in our Christian faith, and facilitate connections that will continue 

long past the pandemic. 
 

The leadership team is excited about this vision of joining small. Not only does it address the health and safety needs of 

everyone who shares in the missional work of Calvary, it creates a space of growth for our faith community. Imagine a Calvary 

where everyone joins in a small way, shaping itself into a community that connects us beyond worship on Sunday! 

~Joining Small cont’d page 3 
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10 – Tim Myers 

51 Guigley Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

10 –  Phil Presby 
308 S. Tulpehocken Rd. 

Reading, PA  19601 
 

11 –  Emma Stone 

1 N. Sandy Lane 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 

12 –  Karen Wade 

616 Mull Ave. 

Leesport, PA  19533 
 

12 –  Jen Wocklish 

32 Pine Woods Ct. 

Reading, PA  19607 
 

12 –  Max Pearson 

 53 Shea Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

12 –  Ben Myers 

51 Guigley Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

13 –  Phyllis Matz 

 13 Katie Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

14 -  Michael Stump 

 585 Wolfe Lane 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

14 –  Juliana Scalise 

 35 Robin Lea Lane 

Fleetwood, PA  19522 
 

14 –  Gladys Herbst 

 191 W. Madison St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 

 

~Sermon cont’d from page 1 

them with all they need to be faithful followers of Christ. They did not anticipate, though, 

how the Holy Spirit arrives and joins them through the miracle of hearing. Once filled with 

the Spirit, all of them spoke in varying languages. In awe and wonderment at Galileans 

speaking in their foreign tongues, a crowd gathered. They listened to stories of God’s 

deeds of power and were perplexed. It’s as if a mighty healing of the confusion caused 

by the Tower of Babel was suddenly experienced in the joining of a diaspora who could 

once again understand one another. A scattered people, divided by language, were once 

again joined by the grace of God, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This is the experience of God breaking into the brokenness and division of this 

world. It is God revealing the wholeness of the Peaceable Kingdom that is God’s vision. It 

is God teaching us the way of justice, mercy, and peace. Even in the Israelite tribe, they 

were a diverse people. Because they had been scattered by imperial forces, they did not 

speak the same language or share in the same culture. Unity is no longer defined as being 

the same - believing the same, eating similarly, speaking alike. Despite their differences, 

they join in sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. They are joined in their steadfast love 

of God and faith in God. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter shares the first sermon, and 

everyone is invited to be baptized. A visible healing reveals God’s vision for all the earth. 

The Galileans and the diaspora hear one another in a new way, and it’s a way that opens 

the door not just to expand the kingdom of God within the Jewish community but also to 

stretch across all languages and cultures. Language is a barrier that prohibits us from  

~Sermon cont’d page 4 

 

Invitation for You 

I am inviting you into this conversation. As a result of the decreased building space and the complexities of COVID-19 safety 

protocols, we cannot effectively facilitate a small group culture alongside in-house worship at this time. It is important for us 

decide two things: 

• Once Berks is in the green-phase, would you prefer to: A) join with large gatherings to hold in-house worship with 

safety precautions in place or B) join more cautiously through small groups to foster intimate connections. In both instances, 

an on-line presence will remain.  

• If we develop small groups, what kind of small group would best meet your personal and spiritual needs now?  

 

You may respond in several ways: contact me at 610-780-1486 or pastortamie@gmail.com or attend a general church meeting 

via Zoom on Tuesday June 9 at 6:30 PM using the following invitation: 
 

 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86104146144?pwd=a1V1dlptNFJtYXVhaGVqQTVtNHpz

dz09   

Meeting ID: 861 0414 6144 ~ Password: 765369 
 

Dial by your location: 1-646-558-8656 (NY)  

Meeting ID: 861 0414 6144 ~ Password: 765369 

 

While the pandemic has definitely challenged the normal, it is also offering us 

opportunities to reflect, adjust, and even explore who Calvary is today in this moment. 

I am eager to hear what is on your hearts. 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86104146144?pwd=a1V1dlptNFJtYXVhaGVqQTVtNHpzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86104146144?pwd=a1V1dlptNFJtYXVhaGVqQTVtNHpzdz09
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loving one another, and in this Pentecostal moment, God transcends it. God reveals a 

pathway for people to join together in a relational love that is devoted to an intimacy of 

the very language, the very heart of a people. The miracle is in the hearing. 

One of my first experiences of language was when I traveled to France as a 

teenager to live with a family and work in a cheese factory for a month. I had studied 

French in school, and so I arrived assuming I could speak the language. What I learned 

very quickly was I couldn’t hear the words at all, especially when you combined dialect, 

speed, and the complexity of following conversations with multiple people. French words, 

people gazed at me perplexed and confused as if I was still speaking a foreign language. I 

was. It was my first experience of being a foreigner. 

My second experience of language occurred on my cross-cultural experience to 

Haiti where our lessons in language were directly tied to culture and values. We didn’t just 

learn that bonjou meant good morning; we actually learned a proverb - yon bèl bonjou se 

paspò w, or a beautiful greeting is your passport. Greeting one another was an integral 

aspect of the culture, and it involved more than just saying the word. One afternoon I 

asked how you would say to a boy that he is handsome. My friend explained politely that 

the word is bèl. Bèl means beautiful. I tried to explain that is how you would describe a 

girl; I wanted to know how to describe a boy. Patiently he repeated that the word is bèl. I 

tried multiple times to receive the correct response before finally giving up. Later, I 

learned that there is no gender in Haitian Creole. Even the pronoun used, li, is the same 

for he, she, and it. A language without gender shapes a different kind of community. 

The history of Haiti’s language also helps us understand the people. Haitian Creole 

is itself a compilation of languages, because Haiti is a nation of African descendants 

enslaved by France. From different African tribes, no one spoke the same language. The 

base of their language reflects primarily that of the French speaking masters. In Haiti, the 

common language is that of the peasants, Haitian Creole. The official language, and the 

one predominantly used in the systems of power - political, judicial, educational - is 

French. The bourgeois class asserts power by maintaining Haitian Creole as tertiary and 

inferior. Education is only possible by studying in French, forcing children to learn 

everything in a second language. Their voice is not recognized and certainly not even 

heard.   

What I’ve learned is that I cannot truly understand my Haitian friends until I learn 

their language, until they can express themselves to me through their native language. 

Language captures the most intimate space of ourselves - joining voice, memory, sound, 

body, land, and place. To speak a language is to speak a people, writes theologian Willie 

James Jennings (Acts, 30). The hearing in our own native language influences how and 

what we understand, especially if it is to touch the heart. So as the Holy Spirit arrives in 

the midst of diverse people, she sets fire to the tongues and empowers the Galileans to 

speak in the native languages of those in the crowd. The Holy Spirit joins the people 

through a message that is received with familiarity and connection. God speaks people. 

Our mission is to speak people, too. When I look at our world right now, it feels a 

lot more like the Tower of Babel than Pentecost. The divisiveness in the world, our 

country, and even the United Methodist Church is a lot of people talking and few of us 

truly hearing. We speak different languages. Because language is more than just the 

words, it takes an intimate knowing of a people to really grasp a language.  

~Sermon cont’d page 6 

 

Many Tears Have Been Shed… 
by John W. Coleman 

Excerpted from NEWSpirit 6/2/20 

 

The four Camp & Retreat Centers 

spread across the Eastern PA 

Conference have made the painful 

decision to suspend onsite 

summer camp this year, which was 

to begin in June. That action was 

taken Friday, May 29, due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and severely 

restrictive guidelines to ensure 

social distancing and other 

cautionary measures to protect 

campers and their families.  

The camps' site directors arrived at 

the decision in meetings with their 

site committees, the conference's 

Camp & Retreat Ministry Board 

and conference officials. The 

officials included Bishop Peggy 

Johnson and chairs of the 

conference trustees, finance and 

administration, and human 

resources--all stakeholders in the 

camps' operations.  

Eastern PA is reportedly among 

the last conferences in the United 

Methodist connection to close its 

camps for the summer. The 

decision was delayed until the site 

directors received and carefully 

examined complex mitigation 

guidelines provided by Governor 

Tom Wolf and the state's Public 

Health Commissioner, the U.S. 

Centers for Disease Control, and 

the American Camping 

Association, which is the camps' 

accrediting body. 

Summer camps at three of the 

centers--Gretna Glen in Lebanon, 

Innabah in Spring City, and 

Pocono Plateau in Cresco--are 

suspended for the summer. But 

Carson-Simpson Farm in Hatboro 

is taking it a month at a time. 

 

 

 



 

Isaiah Ebersole, son of Chuck & Linda Ebersole 

147 Walnut Street, Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

Isaiah Ebersole is a senior home-schooled student who is also a member of the Governor Mifflin High School 

Concert, Marching, and Jazz Bands and the GMHS Orchestra.  A trombonist, he has participated in festivals at 

the County, District, Regional, and State levels and has been a member of the Reading Symphony Youth 

Orchestra and the Allegretto Orchestra of Lancaster.  He studies trombone with Steven Shiffer of Millersville 

University, and has studied piano, music theory and ear training with his mother, Linda Ebersole.  In the 

summer he performs regularly with the Ringgold Band and works at Loser’s Music store in Lebanon.   An 

accomplished volleyball player, Isaiah is a member of the Air Raiders Volleyball Club of Reading, PA. He plans 

to enter Pennsylvania State University in the fall to pursue studies in Music Education and is honored to be a 

recipient of the 2020 Ringgold Band Young Artist Award.   
 

 

Linda Ebersole, wife of Chuck & mother of Isaiah 

147 Walnut Street, Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

Linda Ebersole is a graduate of Indiana University of PA, with a BS in Music Education.  She has taught 

private piano lessons for many years and freelances as an accompanist throughout the Berks County 

area. 

She completed her Masters studies in Counseling Psychology at Pillsbury College and Seminary. In 

April 2020, Linda finished her Doctoral studies in Pastoral Counseling at Andersonville Theological 

Seminary.  Linda is looking forward to working in chaplaincy and counseling. 
 

 

Ashley Feiler, daughter of Jeff and Teresa; sister of Adam  

3314 Pequot Drive 

Sinking Spring 19608  
 

Seems like just yesterday that Ashley was singing with Calvary Kids, acting in the Christmas pageant, 

and playing on the playground after Church.  She is now a graduate from Wilson High School, the top 

in her class.  She is a member of the National Honor Society, World Language Honor Society, President 

of the Wilson Theater Company and Concert Choir, member of the Wilson Select Chorus, has 

participated in District and Regional Chorus, and has been a member of Berks Youth Chorus for the 

past 9 years. She hopes to continue to pursue these interests in choir and theater in college.  She will 

be attending the University of Pittsburgh Honors College, double majoring in English and Linguistics.  

We would like to thank Calvary UMC and all the people who have played such a big part of Ashley’s 

life, acting as mentors, friends, and supporters of her endeavors both at Church and beyond.   
 

Abigail Rose Hanley, daughter of Calvary’s Before & After School Director, Stacey Hanley; sister of Daniel  

1742 York Road, Wyomissing, PA 19610  

Graduating from Wilson High School.  She will be attending RACC in the fall and hopes to be accepted into the RN program.  Her 

future goal is to work in Pediatric Endocrinology as a diabetes nurse educator! Having her personal experiences to connect to. 
 

Luke Myers, son of Tim and Jen Myers; brother of Ben & Joshua 

51 Guigley Drive 

Mohnton, PA 19540 

Graduating from Colgate University with a B.A. in Political Science and a double minor in Sociology  

and Educational Studies.  Luke is looking forward attending Temple University Law School as a  

Beasley Scholar beginning August 2020 
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MacLean (Max) Pearson, son of Doug and Michele Pearson; brother of Riley 

53 Shea Drive, Mohnton, PA  19540 

received his Master of Instructional Technology Degree from Lehigh University in January 2020.  Max 

has been a Physics Teacher at Liberty High School in Bethlehem for 6 years.  He received his 

Bachelor's degree from West Chester University in 2014. 

 

 

Owen Tomczak, son of Tony and Michelle Tomczak; brother of Carly 

323 Summit St., West Reading, PA  19611 

Owen is graduating from Wyomissing Area Jr./Sr. High School and will be attending Pennsylvania 

College of Technology in the fall majoring in their Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning Technology program.  

We are so proud of Owen on his academic achievements. He was just named a recipient of the Customers Bank Trade & Technology 

Scholarship through the Wyomissing Area Education Foundation.   

 

 

Williamson “Yaya” Jacques 

35 Robin Lea Lane, Fleetwood, PA  19522 

Yaya, a good friend of Pastor Tamie residing with the Scalise family, is a native of Haiti.  Yaya received 

a full scholarship at Keystone College Program where he graduated with a BS in Child and Family 

Studies.  He is currently working as an intern at Berks Children and Youth Services, and is looking 

forward to applying for permanent U.S. residency and finding a full-time  

position in his field. 
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Words are bound to ideas, events, songs, sayings, jokes, everyday practices, habits of mind and body, all within a land and 

the journey of people. It’s a humbling experience to allow yourself to be informed and transformed by another language. 

It’s a humbling experience to sit in difference, know less, do things incorrectly, and see the world through a different lens. 

The Holy Spirit descends with a fire of tongues, a divine symbol of God’s presence, to join us together, and the work begins 

across language. The miracle begins in the hearing. 

 This week we observed how the cries of a black man under the force of a police officer, though speaking the 

same words, was not heard. As George Floyd pleaded, “I can’t breathe,” his words went unheard.  As the powerless crowd 

pleaded for his release, their words also went unheeded. Before our eyes, the life of Mr. Floyd faded away. 

                 ~Sermon cont’d page 7 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 22   
Current Year thru         05/31/2020      Last Year thru                06/01/2019 

Received                   $117,789      Received                     $126,727 

Annual Budget Need       $320,000       Annual Budget Need         $308,162 

%Rec’d to Date                     36.8%      %Rec’d to Date                       41.4% 

UPPER ROOM 

Copies of the May/June AND 

July/August Upper Room 

devotional booklets are 

available at the church.   

Please call before stopping by 

to pick up a copy. 



 

A Gathering of Whispered Prayers 
[A paraphrased compilation of submitted prayers by our Calvary members.] 

 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. ~ Psalm 19:1 
 

Lord, the beauty of your creation is unrivaled and boundless. 

We are blessed to experience it through nature and history 

In the joy and company of family, neighbors, and friends. 

How great is our God! 
 

From the majesty of mountains to the rush of water falls, 

from the vastness of Alaskan glaciers, the roaring oceans, and far-reaching coastlines, 

to quiet sunsets shared with others or with You alone - 

We are blessed beyond compare. 
 

Whether we gaze from our porches and homes 

or from distant islands and remote spaces, 

we are touched by Your ever-loving and awesome presence. 

It takes our breath away. 
 

Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know my name. 

When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble, 

I will rescue them and honor them. ~Psalm 91:14-15 (NRSV) 
 

In your compassion, God, give shelter in the shadow of your throne 

To those we carry close to our hearts, and to strangers in need, 

To those who serve on the frontlines, and to those who serve quietly in the background, 

To those who are sick, and to those who are grieving, 

To those experiencing job loss and to those living in great uncertainty. 

Help us to rest in the palm of Your Hand, knowing and trusting in Your provision. 
 

In your wisdom and love, Lord, you have surrounded us with family and friends 

To love us and share with us the joys and pains of life. 

We ask you, Lord, to rain great love and mercy 

Upon all Your people, upon all Your Creation. 
 

Then we, your people and the flock in your pasture, will give you thanks forever. 

From generation to generation we will proclaim your praise.  ~Psalm 79:13 (CJB) 
 

In these uncertain days, pour out Your abundant grace and mercy across the lands, O God. 

Send hope and encouragement in unexpected ways; 

Uplift our spirits and let us lean into You for courage, strength and perseverance. 

Open our eyes to find the silver linings in times spent together in play and in prayer. 
 

“Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 

~Luke 18:16-17 (NRSV) 
 

May we heed the call of Jesus to welcome all God’s children into our loving care. 

Help us to nurture and teach in our homes and communities, 

Grow our patience and creativity. 

Direct our eyes to see, our ears to listen, and our mouths to speak with love. 

Grant us peace. 
 

And let the world respond more deeply than charity;  

teach us the power of repentance and restoration.  Amen. 
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Now, even in watching this murder, what people hear and see differs. 
Nationwide protests have erupted as people express outrage and fear of yet 
another death of an unarmed black person. Yesterday, a peaceful protest in 
Philadelphia turned violent and destructive. This is unacceptable behavior. It’s 
confusion and chaos. People are speaking different languages. 

If our mission is to speak people, like God, then we need to learn the 
language of the people, including the history, culture, ideologies, and everyday 
practices of a people. The experience of white people living in the United States 
is very different than that of a person of color. The history of slavery and 
segregation in the United States has created a language barrier. As a white 
person, my experience of the police and the judicial system is very different than 
that of people of color, especially the African American community. It begins 
with a definition of a black person being only two-thirds of a human being. It 
involves slave patrols, lynching, Jim Crow laws, mass incarceration, and the 
death of unarmed, innocent black people without prosecution of their 
persecutors. If you want to truly hear their language, then you must listen to the 
experience as spoken through the perspective of African American people. As a 
white female, I will never experience the world in the same way that a black or 
Latina or Native American woman will. It’s not possible. I can commit to learn 
their language - a language wrapped in history, intimate stories, and habits and 
practices that have helped their people survive despite the oppression and 
violence of white supremacy. 

I don’t know what is on your heart about the murder of George Floyd 

and the nationwide protests. I am outraged by the systemic racism that has 

plagued our nation from its very roots; the arc toward justice is far too slow. This 

is a barrier - a great divide - that demands a response. As a follower of the Prince 

of Peace, I commit to doing the hard work of identifying racism in myself and my 

community. It is difficult, humbling work. I invite all of you to join me, in the spirit 

of Pentecost to learn to speak a different language. This summer I will be 

facilitating conversations on race. Bishop Peggy Johnson writes, “Now more than 

ever, the people of God need to speak out about racism and injustice when and 

where we see it. One voice can make a real difference. Let your voice be heard!” 

On this day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit flames this community with a 

shared message of God’s power and radical love. God speaks. The Holy Spirit 

transcends language so that in their difference they experience liberation 

through Jesus Christ. God reveals for us a way to create a Peaceable Kingdom, a 

way that challenges us to hear one another in difference. It requires us to reach 

across massive boundaries of words, culture, religion, and ethnicity. This is so 

beautifully illustrated in the arrival of the Holy Spirit who is sent to empower the 

mission of the church. Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.” God’s creation is ongoing; it’s a long story. We know in 

our lives today, which certainly feels like the Tower of Babel, that it is not 

finished. God calls us to participate in doing our work, in reaching across the 

massive barriers to build relationships with people in difference. Our faith 

assures us that God, through the Holy Spirit, is endlessly working to join us as 

one creation in God. 

 

 

PRAYER UPDATES 
 

Jack Gordon – Recovering from 

pneumonia @ home 

Karen Moore – Sister of Ken 

Dearstyne, Jr./daughter of Ken, Sr.; 

completed 9 wks. of chemo; surgery 

on 6/15 to remove cancer sites 

Frank Scalise – Clot in heart gone ; 

cardio version successful  

 

CONVERSATIONS ON RACE 

Sundays, starting July 12th, at 

6:30PM via ZOOM 
 

Injustice anywhere is a threat to 

justice everywhere. We are caught in 

an inescapable network of mutuality, 

tied in a single garment of destiny. 

Whatever affects one directly, affects 

all indirectly. -Martin Luther King, 

Jr., Letter from the Birmingham Jail 
 

As Dr. King so eloquently illustrates, 

the pain of racism touches all of us. 

You are invited to join together in 

Conversations on Race starting 

Sunday, July 12th at 6:30PM (see 

Zoom link below). In open, honest 

conversations, we will examine how 

racism works, learn how to identify 

racism in ourselves and in our 

community, and explore ways that 

we, as people of faith, can confront 

racism. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/862666999

27?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzF

CMElNTU9Cdz09  

Meeting ID: 862 6669 9927 

Password: 063242 

 

Dial by your location: 

1-646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 862 6669 9927 

Password: 063242 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86266699927?pwd=cmQyRUZRMzNvcnNqSzFCMElNTU9Cdz09

