
Calvary Cloud Connection     June 1, 2020 

 

Today we will: 

 Hear about the Israelites disobedience and idolatry 

 Identify some ways that we disobey and make idols  

 Know that it is normal to make wrong choices, but one can ask God for forgiveness. 

 Realize our need to worship God 

Introduction to the lesson: 

Last week, we learned the commandments that God gave to Moses.  Today, we’ll talk about what happened next. 

 

Bible lesson (paraphrase of Exodus 32-35) 

Moses stayed on the mountain for 40 days and 40 nights.  After a long time passed and Moses had not come down from 

the mountain, the people said to Aaron, “Moses led us out of Egypt. But we don’t know what has happened to him. 

Make us gods who will lead us.” 

 Aaron said to the people, “Bring me the gold earrings that your wives, sons and daughters are wearing. Aaron took the 

gold from the people, he melted it, made a statue of a calf, and the people worshiped the calf.  

And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down from this mountain. Your people have done a terrible sin.  They have not done 

the things I commanded them to do. They made a calf of melted gold. They have worshiped that calf and offered 

sacrifices to it. The people have said, ‘Israel, these are your gods who brought you out of Egypt.’” 

The Lord said to Moses, “I am so angry that I am going to destroy them.”   But Moses said, “Lord, don’t let your anger 

destroy your people. You brought these people out of Egypt with your great power and strength.”  So the Lord changed 

his mind.  He did not destroy the people as he had said he might. 

Then Moses went down the mountain with the stone tablets with the agreement on them.   When Moses came close to 

the camp, he saw the gold calf and people worshipping it.  He became very angry.  He threw down the stone tablets 

which he was carrying and broke them at the bottom of the mountain.  Then he took the calf that the people had made 

and melted it in the fire.  

Moses said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you? Why did you cause them to do such a terrible sin?”  Aaron 

answered, “Don’t be angry, master. You know that these people are always ready to do wrong.  The people said to me, 

‘Moses led us out of Egypt. But we don’t know what has happened to him. So make us gods who will lead us.’  So I told 

the people, Give me your gold jewelry. I threw it into the fire and out came this calf!” 

 Moses saw that the people were acting wildly. He saw that Aaron had let them get out of control.  

The next day Moses told the people, “You have done a terrible sin. But now I will go up to the Lord. Maybe I can do 

something so your sins will be removed. Then you will belong to God again.” So Moses went back to the Lord and said, 

“These people have sinned terribly.  They have made for themselves gods from gold. Now, forgive them of this sin.” 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “You and the people you brought out of Egypt must leave this place. Go to the land that I 

promised to give to your descendants.   I will send an angel to lead you.  You are such a stubborn people.” The people 

heard this bad news, and they became very sad because the Lord had said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are a 

stubborn people.’ ”  

The Lord said to Moses, “Cut two more stone tablets like the first two. I will write the same words on them that were on 

the first two stones which you broke.   Then come up on Mount Sinai again.”  



So Moses cut two stone tablets like the first ones. Then he went up Mount Sinai just as the Lord had commanded 

him.  The Lord came to Moses and said, “I am the Lord. The Lord is a God who shows mercy and is kind. The Lord doesn’t 

become angry quickly. The Lord has great love and faithfulness.  The Lord forgives people for wrong and sin and turning 

against him. But the Lord does not forget to punish guilty people.  

Then Moses worshiped God and said, “Lord, please go with us. I know that these are stubborn people. But forgive our 

evil and our sin. Take us as your own people.” 

10 Then the Lord said, “I am making this agreement with you. I will do miracles for your people. I, the Lord, will do 

wonderful things for you.   Obey the things I command you today, and I will protect you.” 

Then Moses came down from Mount Sinai. In his hands he carried the two stone tablets of the agreement. His face was 

shining because he had talked with the Lord.    And he gave the people all the commands that the Lord had given him on 

Mount Sinai. 

Then the people built a tent, called the tabernacle (a place to worship God), as God had instructed Moses.  People 

brought gifts to decorate the tabernacle.  They made special cloth and a beautiful altar where sacrifices to God could be 

made.  Everyone worshiped God in the tabernacle. 

 

Talk about the lesson: 

 What commandment did the people break?  (first and second) 

 What punishment did God give them? (they had to leave the place where they were staying, and go into the 

desert for 40 years) 

 What other Bible story uses 40 days and 40 nights?  (Noah and the great flood, Jesus’ temptation in the desert) 

 How hard is it for you to say, “I’m sorry”, when you do something that is wrong?  How hard is it for you to 
forgive someone else?  Why is forgiveness so important? (Forgiving others helps us to keep good relationships.   
Knowing that God forgives us makes it easier for us to forgive others)  

 How do we disobey and make idols?  (not worshiping God, making things more important than God) 

  What things do we make more important than God today?  

 

Activity:  
Quietly give three children these instructions (or talk about the choices below). 

 When water is spilled on the table, yell and scream at the person who spilled for being so clumsy.   

 When water is spilled on the table, tell the person who spilled to clean it up, but don’t help.  

 Give a child a sponge.  When water is spilled on the table, use the sponge to quietly clean it up without saying 
anything.  

Then spill water on the table and have the children do as instructed. 
 
Discuss how each response is different. What we do in response to a wrongdoing—the spill—is our choice. Then ask the 
campers how the third response is like what God does for us. Forgiveness happens when the person apologizes for doing 
wrong and we forgive them.  God offers us forgiveness.  
The sponge is similar to the way that God forgives the spill and make it clean again.  Talk about God’s expectation that 
we forgive each other.   
Repeat the activity if you like, perhaps with different reactions. 
 
 

 

 



Sing: (to the tune “BINGO”) 

 There was a leader called by God 

 To go and free God’s people. 

 M- O-  SES 

 M- O- SES 

 M- O-  SES 

 Oh, Moses freed God’s people. 

 

Verse 2, clap instead of singing the “M”; Verse 3, clap twice instead of “M- O-”, etc. until claps for all letters. 

 

Activity:  Play a game of obedience, such as “Simon says”, “Mother, may I?”, “Red light, green light”, or “freeze tag”, or 

follow the leader. “Mother, may I?”, “Red light, green light” are especially appropriate because they require children to 

start over if they make a mistake.  Choose a different game than you played two weeks ago. 

Activity: "Stick Together".  If the children enjoyed it before, they may want to repeat this game.  Call it “following the 

commandments”. 

Choose a beginning line and a finish line. 

Form a team(s) of two.  Give each pair an inflated balloon (or use a small pillow).  Place the balloon between 

you.  Try to get the balloon from the start line to the finish line and back again without using your hands, arms, 

mouths, or feet except to pick up and place the balloon between yourselves at the beginning of the game.  You 

may decide where to place the balloon, but do it as a team and remember to follow the rules.   You may want to 

place the balloon between your arms, your hips, between your shoulders, etc.  If the balloon falls to the ground 

on your journey, you must pick it up, and return to the start line before continuing. 

Conclusion:   God will never leave us.  We often make mistakes and need help.  Others help us and care for us, giving us 

what we need.  God is always beside us to give us courage and forgiveness.  

 
Remember the Bible verse:  Be strong and brave. Don’t be frightened. The Lord your God will go with you. God will not 
leave you or forget you.   Deuteronomy 31:6  International Children’s Bible (ICB) 

Prayer: Pray your own prayer of thanksgiving for God’s forgiveness and for God’s help and the help of others.  

 


