
 

  

 

 Check for updates on our 

website @ 

calvaryumcmohnton.org  

and/or Facebook page. 
 

 

 
 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, May 17th 
at 9AM 
1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 
Sunday, May 17th 
at 9AM  
 
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?p
wd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEor
MUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 
 

 

Calvary Weekly Connections 

Take A Step 
[May 10th Message by Pastor Tamie; Read Acts 2:42-47] 

      

In the Old Testament, God is fire and wind. God is working, moving, creating, and 
invading our every day. In the wilderness, God lives inside the tabernacle and guides the 
Israelites. According to Acts, God remains fire and wind, descending on the community of 
disciples in the upper room. God still dwells on earth; this time filling the disciples themselves 
with God’s Spirit. God is working, moving, creating, and invading our daily lives through the Holy 
Spirit. In the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit is God revealed, the main character revolutionizing life. 
Its author, typically attributed to the same writer as the book of Luke, teaches us how to discern 
God’s movement, how to witness God’s grace working in our lives.  

I find that many people recognize and identify with God and Jesus but find it difficult to 
explain the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a defining character in the Christian faith, one of the 
trinity: God, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the fiery, living force of God’s presence which 
nourishes, teaches, guides, and connects us with Jesus and God. The Spirit works, moves, 
creates, and invades our every day. It is God, the Holy Spirit.  

Last week we listened to Peter preach the first sermon. As a result, 3,000 people were 
baptized. This movement is God, as Holy Spirit touching and healing hearts among the people of 
Jerusalem. God moves and works; people respond through baptism. The movement is not one 
way; it’s a relational dynamic in which God moves and we respond, in which we move and God 
responds. Our text this morning illustrates this dance. How is God moving? How are people 
responding? How are people working, and then how does God respond?       

Having shared in this grace-filled experience of the Holy Spirit, we discover a people 
drawn together to live communally. The fledgling Christian community is referred to as people 
“of the Way” (9:2; 19:9, 23; 24:14, 22). They need one another to reflect on their experience, to 
discover life in relation to their commitment to Jesus and the way. They need one another for 
support as their lives are transformed, when new beliefs are integrated into traditional Jewish 
practices and a new way of life emerges. As we hear the stories that follow in the book of Acts, 
this liminal time is messy. Yet, this short passage offers a window into a people who love 
Jesus…day by day at the temple and in their homes. 

Their response to God’s movement and message of eternal life through Jesus Christ is 
the development of four habits: 

•  They devote themselves to the apostle’s teaching, which becomes critical for those 
who were not direct witnesses to Jesus. I can just imagine the theological conversations that 
emerged as they sought to find meaning behind Jesus’ teachings, their experiences, and the 
practicality of living the way of Jesus.                ~Cont’d on page 2 
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https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 19   
     Current Year thru         05/10/2020      Last Year thru                05/11/2019 

     Received                               $106,325      Received                       $110,428 

     Annual Budget Need              $320,000       Annual Budget Need       $308,162 

     %Rec’d to Date                            33.2%      %Rec’d to Date                    35.8% 

-Page 2 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Fam. of Marilyn Caltagirone – Mother of Craig; passed 

away on 4/24 
 

Summer Moyer – Name given by Cindy Fortunato; 11 yr. 

old w/ seizures; blood clot can’t be operated on due to 

location in her brain 
 

Steve O’Neil – Friend of Linwood Miller; waiting for a 

kidney transplant 
 

Fam. of Jason Stalnecker – Lost his 4 year battle with 

leukemia on 5/9/20; wife & 4 children; son of Al & Sue 
 

Tony White – Dear friend of Michelle Daniels; Stage IV 

cancer in liver, esophagus, stomach & lymph nodes 

 

 

the wonders and signs done by the apostles; their numbers 

grow daily; there is sacrificial sharing. It is God, the Holy 

Spirit creating and responding. It is God’s people 

responding and moving. We are witness to it. Like Peter 

said in his first sermon, even if we did not live it personally, 

we are hearing it. So we testify to it - the good news of Jesus 

Christ. 

 The early church offers us a glimpse into the 

enormous shifts in faith and practice. God is a force, 

continuously moving and creating. God calls us into a Way, 

a way that is of movement and thus transformation. As 

Christians, filled with the Spirit, we are not to be 

motionless. Instead, we are forever transforming in perfect 

love of God through Christ. The Holy Spirit is the igniting 

spark. The history of the United Methodist Church offers 

powerful insight into how a movement revolutionizes, how 

the Spirit is made visible and transformative. There are two 

examples in our history that I would like to highlight: 

The Methodist movement began with a man 

named John Wesley, who was an Anglican priest in the 

1700s. After a disappointing mission experience in the 

American colonies, Wesley returns to England. After a 

personal heart-warming assurance of God’s grace and 

liberation, Wesley became passionate about reforming the 

church. He specifically focused on two kinds of holiness: 

personal and social. He ignited a movement, launching it 

from the Holy Club at Oxford. Wesley insisted in gathering 

people of faith in small communities - classes, societies, and 

bands - that supported people in different points in their 

faith development. In addition, his groups focused on 

various outreach projects. Here’s what I want you to 

understand. Members were expected to attend mass on 

Sundays; Methodism, as it was to become called, simply 

augmented their current practices. Like Jesus never 

envisioned a religion separate from Judaism, Wesley did 

not intend to create a new denomination, and he never left 

the Church of England. The movement was about 

transformation, about growing into a more “perfect” love 

of Christ through a focus on personal and social holiness. 

The Spirit, the flame, fueled its growth.   ~Cont’d on Page 3 

~Cont’d from Page 1 

•  Fellowship was a crucial part of their community. Here 

we find a people forming relationships, nurturing the habits 

of hospitality and inclusion. Jesus emphasized crossing 

boundaries otherwise forbidden. As Paul later expresses, 

"There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor 

is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus 

(Galatians 3:28). For a religion whose identity was tied to 

their ancestral lineage, the inclusion of all nations becomes 

a major shift. 

•  The early church was centered around the breaking of 

bread. This is faith and community nourished by the 

sacrament of Holy Communion. They were devoted to 

Jesus’ command, “Do this in remembrance of me.” It was a 

daily act of sharing a meal, of remembering Jesus, in 

community. 

•  Prayer was also central to their faith journey, as it offers 

the opportunity for communion with God. Here, the people 

were shaping and learning prayers, possibly The Lord’s 

Prayer or Psalms. 

This is a community of people also at work, also moving and 

creating and integrating Jesus into their lives. Some of the 

effects are described. It says there is awe over  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

JUNE MIFFLIN COMMUNITY FOOD MINISTRY NEEDS: 

Cereal …100% Fruit Juice…Toilet Paper** 

 

**When shopping, if you do not need toilet paper for your family, 

please consider picking up a package for the Food ministry.  

Most stores limit sales of TP. 

~Cont’d from page 2 
 

A second example in the history of our 
church occurs in the 19th century, a great 
movement of explorers, immigrants, and 
settlers expand the nation from the east to 
west coast. The movement is built into the 
moment. With the ties to the Church of 
England severed, Methodism forms itself 
around pastors called circuit riders,  literally an 
evangelist on a horse, riding throughout large 
territories to spread the good news to 
settlements all over the U.S. Here’s what 
happens: tent meetings, house gatherings, and 
even a sermon under an apple tree (like here 
in an orchard in Mohnton) touches hearts. 
Even though the pastor moves, the people 
form and maintain faith communities. 
Ordinary people are leading from week to 
week. Ordinary people, regardless of race, 
gender, and class, are journeying with one 
another toward personal and social holiness. 
By the end of the 1800s, the Methodist 
movement displays an incredible outreach to 
people who are poor and marginalized all over 
the world. People are working toward social 
justice as abolitionists and advocates in the 
women’s rights movement. Methodism 
becomes one of the largest denominations in 
the U.S.. Its growth - a movement within 
movement - transformed people in the midst 
of their daily living. 

Just the name Methodist is reflective 
of the name procured for the early Christians: 
people “of the Way.” Wesley intentionally 
returned to a devotion of the four habits 
described from the early church. In addition to 
Sunday mass, Methodists gathered in small 
groups for study, prayer, fellowship, and most 
certainly communion. Wesley set about to 
integrate Christian theology into practical, 
daily living. The Spirit moves; the people 
respond. Movement is the Way. 

Last week I asked you to ponder this 
question: how is Jesus more than just a name 
to you now, in this moment, at this time in our 
lives? I wonder what you discovered as you 
considered the question. 

In the midst of Covid 19 pandemic, we 
are in the midst of a social movement. We are 
ordinary people called to witness to God in the 
midst of our rapidly changing lives. 
 

The Spirit is working, moving, creating, and invading our daily lives. How 

are you responding to this movement? How are you igniting your flame 

for the love and witness of Jesus? This is a moment to intentionally 

respond. The spiritual practices that launched the early church are a 

guide for us. Let’s reflect on the four habits in light of today: 

 

• Devote yourself to the apostle’s teachings. Today there is a wide 

variety of online resources for scripture and devotionals. Post a 

favorite verse or poem on your mirror each week and allow it to 

speak into your day. Join the Sunday school class after church or 

the Wednesday evening connect class. We are gifted with 

generations of spiritual teachers, theologians, and personal 

testimonies - all of which are accessible to us. 

• Intentionally develop relationships. This means new 

relationships with different kinds of people. You should foster 

relationships with people of a different gender, social class, 

political party, race, culture, and age. Do your church groups 

consist of the same people for a long time?  Do you invite new 

people into your life? We can begin new small groups online; we 

can befriend or reconnect with our neighbors. 

• Break bread with others and do it always in remembrance of 

Jesus. Though we cannot host Holy Communion, we can share 

the love of Christ. As we discovered in the early church, they 

sought to share their possessions communally. Breaking bread 

today, in the name of Jesus, may include acts of kindness: 

donating to the food bank, shopping for others, offering to 

organizations that are supporting low-income families, or 

assisting families who are now experiencing unemployment. 

• Commit to prayer. Prayer is your connection to God. Imagine 

though that it is like a network, stretching you to connect with 

yourself and others. In doing so, your heart moves in unexpected 

ways of compassion, kindness, and acts of justice. 

 

It is God, the Holy Spirit. Even though we tend to resist it, the Way is 

movement. As Methodists, we belong to the people of the Way. 

Sometimes there are things like Covid 19 that force us to move and direct 

our energies in new ways. Always, movement is a choice. It’s the 

intentional response and commitment, trusting that the Spirit is abiding 

and leading and responding in a dance with us. Lao-zi says, “A journey of 

a thousand miles begins with a single step.” I encourage you. Take a step. 

Amen. 
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17 –  Amy Roussel 
 32 Meganser Dr. 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 

17 –  Lindsay Angstadt 
 1182 Maple Grove Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
18 –  Kendall Martin 
 P.O. Box 364 

Adamstown, PA   
19501-0364 

 
19 –  Bob Werner 
 18 E. Fairview Street 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
21 –  Iva Cairns (95 yrs old) 
 Menno Haven 

243 Village Sq., Rm 102 
Chambersburg, PA   
17201 
 

22 –  Joel Calata 
 1700 Gravel Hill Rd. 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 

22 –  Richard Burkhard 
 218 E Wyomissing Ave. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 
24 –  Andrew McBride, Jr. 
 40 Kinsey Hill Dr. 

Birdsboro, PA  19608 

You are invited to attend Wednesday evening ZOOM meetings (class from 6:30-

7:30PM, with  follow-up open class discussion time from 7:30-8:00PM), 

continuing the discussion on the meaning of the cross on May 20 & 27, 2020  
 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 817 414 027   Password: 888524 
 

By Phone:  1-646-558-8656   Meeting ID: 817 414 027 
 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Christian Education  

will immediately follow the 9AM ZOOM Worship  

from approx. 10:15AM – 11:15AM 
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We received notification from the 
Mohnton Borough Mayor, Gary 
Kraft, that our  Annual Ecumenical 
Worship and Church Picnic, 
normally held the last Sunday in 
June, has been CANCELLED. 
There is still no set time when the 
Mohnton playground and park 
will reopen. 

Calvary members and friends, 

Many of us have recently received a small windfall from our federal government 

in the form of a stimulus check.  As Stewardship chairperson, I would encourage 

you to at least tithe this gift to the church, since Calvary, along with many 

other organizations, has suffered financially during this crisis.  Although we are 

doing better than expected, we are still behind both last year's giving and our 

budgeted needs to maintain valuable ministries and faith services.   

Thanks for your consideration and continued support in our  

efforts to shine Christ's light in a dark and needy world. 
 

Bob Werner 

Did You Miss a Sunday  

ZOOM Worship? 

 

You may listen on any device to the 

scripture reading and Pastor Tamie’s 

sermon by going to the church 

website 

(www.calvaryumcmohnton.org); from 

the homepage, click on the Worship 

tab, then on “Sermons” in the drop 

down list.  Choose the Sunday you 

missed. 

Alternatively, the Zoom services are 

also being video recorded each week.  

If you would like access to the video, 

recording, please contact  

Bob Wagner (610-796-0111). 

PASTOR TAMIE will be on vacation 

from 5/18 through 5/25.  If you have a 

pastoral emergency, please contact 

Bob Wagner, CLM, at 610-796-0111.  

UPDATED CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

The Reed Family 

252-216-8289c Elaine 

252-216-6239c Gary 

252-216-8770c David Walls 

3 Fern Lane 

Southern Shore, NC  27949 

http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/

