
 

  

 
 

 Check for updates on our 

website @ 

calvaryumcmohnton.org  

and/or Facebook page. 
 

 

 
 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Phone 

 
Sunday, May 10th 
at 9AM 
1-646-558-8656 
Meeting ID: 647 829 181# 
Password: 082013 
 

ZOOM WORSHIP 
by Computer Device 

 
Sunday, May 10th 
at 9AM  
 
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?p
wd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEor
MUNwRUNkZz09 

Meeting ID: 647 829 181 
Password: 082013 
 

 

 

More Than a Name 
[May 3rd Message by Pastor Tamie; Read Acts 2:14a, 22-32] 

      

The book of Acts is a narrative that tells about this moment in the history of what is to 
become Church. Many people will say that it tells the story of the beginning of the Church. So I 
got to thinking about beginnings. I have a picture of my first born, Sam, the day we brought him 
home from the hospital. He is bundled in his car seat and sitting in the middle of the family room 
floor. This was an exciting day and launched us into the realm of parenthood and a new family 
dynamic. We made a big breakfast and left Sam just as he was, sleeping in the middle of the floor 
in his car seat. As I ate, I watched his little chest rise and fall and wondered: what do we do now? 
It didn’t take long to learn that I really didn’t have much to say about that; Sam took the lead. 

 I thought of other beginnings, like moving to Pennsylvania when I was eight or my first 
day as a teacher in a middle school where I looked the same age as my students. I considered 
how different the beginnings must have been following World War II, depending on where you 
lived - the United States, Europe, Japan, and the Middle East- and who you were - soldier, female, 
Jewish, German. My grandfather was a soldier sent into Hiroshima immediately following the 
atomic bomb and had survived fighting in the Pacific Islands. He returned to his family, including 
a child he had never met. Christians would finally reflect on how anti-semitic messages informed 
the holocaust. I reflected on life following 9-11. I can vividly remember the first day after Frank 
had his heart attack. I had spent the night by his bedside and was going home the next afternoon 
to talk to my young children. I stepped outside of the hospital into this brilliant June afternoon. 
Across the street, there were balloons and tents for a summer festival. It was shocking to realize 
that life was still going on. It seemed surreal when everything about my life was crumbling 
around me.   

  In all these wonderings, what struck me is how beginnings aren’t necessarily the same 
as a start; in fact, they seem to arrive in the midst of living. It’s not a starting line but more like 
an intersection, a “Y” in the road, or an unmarked trail. Mark Nepo writes, “The culmination of 
one love, one dream, one self, is the anonymous seed of the next (The Book of Awakening, 145).” 
Somehow there is little difference between burying and planting. Any gardener knows the value 
of compost and the importance of “growing” soil. We are currently living in an obvious moment 
of beginnings, of burying and planting. The Covid-19 pandemic is a historic global moment in 
which life is shifting, and the prediction is that so many of these changes will remain. What’s 
important for us to understand today is it is also a significant moment for the universal Church 
and for Calvary. Often we can get caught up in the burying part, focusing on the chaos, loss and 
grief. In doing so, we lose sight of the planting plan.        

 ~Sermon cont’d on page 3 
 

         May 10th – 16th, 2020 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540                                             

610-777-8441 

http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09
https://zoom.us/j/647829181?pwd=dHlMM09HSmFQcUZ3bEorMUNwRUNkZz09


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep Praying! 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 18   
     Current Year thru         05/03/2020      Last Year thru                05/04/2019 

     Received                               $101,535      Received                       $106,784 

     Annual Budget Need              $320,000       Annual Budget Need       $308,162 

     %Rec’d to Date                            31.7%      %Rec’d to Date                    34.7% 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Fam. of Marilyn Caltagirone – Mother of Craig; passed 

away on 5/1 

All first responders during the pandemic: trash collectors, 

health providers, transportation & food supply workers, 

fire fighters, police officers, disaster relief workers, 

military personnel… 

Summer Moyer – Name given by Cindy Fortunato; 11 yr. 

old w/ seizures; blood clot can’t be operated on due to 

location in her brain 

 

 

A Prayer During a Pandemic 
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose 

lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors remember those who are most 

vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember 

those who must choose between preserving their health or making 

rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their 

schools close remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel out trips remember those who have no 

safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tulmult of the 

economic market remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a long quarantine at home remember 

those who have no home.  

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 

During this thime when we cannot physically wrap our arms 

around each other, let us find ways to be the loving embrace of 

God to our neighbors.  May it be so.  Amen! 
 

~Sent in my Angie Juckem, shared with her by a friend 

BLANKET THE WORLD IN   
In the midst of crisis, faith guides a loving response. 
That’s how the CWS Blanket program started, and 
that’s why our congregation’s gifts mean so much this 
year. Through your generosity, vulnerable neighbors 
around the world can keep warm with fresh linens and 
a blanket. 
 

Support CWS Blankets to respond to these neighbors’ 
needs by donating through the CWS website at 
https://cwsblankets.org/donate/ or by mailing a check 
payable to Calvary UMC, with “CWS Blankets” in the 
memo section.  Please use the church address on the 
first page, Attn: J. Dearstyne. 
 

Each blanket costs $10.  All donations received  thru 
May 31st will be forwarded to CWS by Calvary.  

 

[We will not be making dedications this year.] 

https://cwsblankets.org/donate/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    Helping Those With Less…  

May Mifflin Community Food Ministry Needs 
Due Friday, May 15th @ 9AM for May 16th Distribution: 

 
Boxed Potatoes    Pasta Sauce (NO pasta)     Paper Towels         Tissues      

Toilet Paper          Canned Chicken Breast      Already Packaged Cookies 

~Sermon cont’d from page 1 
 

The speech offered by Peter in our reading 

comes at just such a moment and offers insight 

into the potential of our response. 

The community of disciples are praying 

in the upper room when the Holy Spirit 

descends upon them. People begin speaking in 

tongues, and a bewildered crowd gathers to 

see what all the raucous is about. At this time, 

Jews from many nations have come to 

Jerusalem for one of the pilgrimage festivals 

(Bostrom, Feasting on the Word, 378). This 

crowd consists of people who do not know 

Jesus of Nazareth.  They certainly are not 

among those who had seen the resurrected 

Christ. Even the disciples are wrestling with 

these life-altering events. What do we do now? 

What do we do with the grief and loss? What 

do we do with what we now know to be true, 

a new hope in Christ who shows a way of 

justice and peace? Peter stands before them 

and says, “All of you listen up.” 

In the commentary, Feasting on the 

Word, theologian, Kathleen Long Bostrom, 

interprets Peter’s speech in a common 

language of our time, writing: 

All of you listen up!” Peter says. “This 

Jesus, whom you crucified, is more than just a 

name. He is more than a prophet and a good 

man. He is the Messiah, the Holy One 

proclaimed by David and our other prophets. 

This is the Savior for whom we have been 

waiting for generations. Every single one of you 

is a witness to this truth. Whether you saw 

Jesus with your own eyes or are now hearing 

the good news for the first time, you are a 

witness to what I am telling you today (378). 

Peter proclaims in this moment that 

Jesus is more than just a name you may have 

heard. Jesus is more than just passing news. 

Jesus is the liberator who is showing us the way 

to live a life of peace and justice. Jesus is our 

hope. Peter challenges them to claim their 

identity in Christ, to not ignore what they know 

and to live now as a witness. 

There is something really significant 

about this moment. Peter specifically calls out 

to his Jewish family. 

He asks them, in a sense, what do we do now? Who are we going to be? 

He is directing them to live into their call of following Jesus. As the Spirit 

moves among them, their hearts are pierced, overflowing with gladness. 

It says 3,000 people are baptized on this day alone. Peter insists that they 

keep the Lord always before them and to live into that hope. All this 

happens one morning in Jerusalem; it’s a burying and planting in the 

midst of everyday life. 

You have to understand that this moment isn’t really the birth of 

Church as we know it. It’s the moment when a community of people 

commit to a way of life that is Christ-centered. There is good news to be 

shared! The truth is they had no idea what this should look like. This is 

beyond just an intersection; you might say they had to blaze new trails. 

1. First, it was risky. It was so risky that Jesus had been 

condemned and crucified for exactly what they wish to continue.  

2. This is a community of faithful Jewish people who must grapple 

with how to integrate living the way of Christ into their current life, 

including work, worship, and relating to others.  

3. Finally, the story that follows in the book of Acts describes the 

controversies, divisiveness, and efforts of the early apostles to give shape 

to what it means to follow Jesus. The community faced tremendous 

challenges. 

The book of Acts narrates the challenge of burying and planting, of 

nurturing the faith of a mustard seed. Witness they did, and the message 

of Jesus lives as a result. 

All of you listen up! Easter People, we are in a similar moment, 

living now in the midst of the witness of the risen Christ. So I challenge 

you with the question Bostrom asks in her commentary: how is God more 

than just a name to you now, in this moment, at this time in your life 

(379)? 

The news right now is all about how to reopen the country. It’s 

the same question churches are asking themselves. Our church is 

currently living in a new way, forced to imagine church beyond the walls 

of the building.  In addition to weekly worship, there are ministries on the 

horizon…a music ministry, a prayer conference call line, the purchase of 

large print Bibles for nursing homes, and a virtual Vacation Bible School. 

Just as our energies have been redirected into vibrant new ways, we are 

being called to return.  The return, though, isn’t going to look or feel the 

same; it can’t in the midst of today’s social and economic climate. It’s 

reminiscent of this moment in Acts, when a whole crowd of people are 

gathered to claim their identity as a community in Christ, to witness to 

the good news and hope and must integrate it into their current lives. 

They had no idea what it should look like. We don’t know either. 
 

~Sermon cont’d on page 5 
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Surprise Someone with a Birthday Card/Note! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
10 –   Tamara DeLoretta 

453 Kenny Dr. 
Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

 

11 –  Mike Davies 
319A Rosemont Ave 
New Cumberland, PA   
  17070 

 

12 –  Sue Stalnecker 
9 Overview Ct. 
Shillington, PA 19607 

 

13 –  Peggy Harshaw 
 501 Sycamore Rd. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

14 –  David Bierly 
 683 N. Tyson Ave. 

Glenside, PA  19038 
 

14 –  Ellie Leffler 
 48 Butlers Ln. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

15 –  Blake Miller 
 544 Mohns Hill Rd. 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 

16 –  Steve Kochan 
18 Northridge Drive West 
Mohnton, PA 19540 

 

17 –  Amy Roussel 
 32 Meganser Dr. 

Sinking Spr., PA  19608 
 

17 –  Lindsay Angstadt 
 1182 Maple Grove Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 

You are invited to attend Wednesday evening ZOOM meetings (class from 

6:30-7:30PM, with  follow-up open class discussion time from 7:30-

8:00PM), continuing the discussion on the meaning of the cross on May 

13, 20 & 27, 2020  
 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/817414027?pwd=VXI2NnpGd2RuQUVBWm1jd1UrL3VZUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 817 414 027   Password: 888524 
 

One tap mobile   By Phone 

1-646-558-8656, 817414027# 1-646-558-8656   Meeting ID: 817 414 027 
 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Christian Education  

will immediately follow the 9AM ZOOM Worship Service 

from approx. 10:15AM – 11:15AM 

April 30, 2020 

A Letter from Pastor Tamie ~ Way Will Open 
 

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 

received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 

love. ~Ephesians 4:1-2 
 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God and Christ Jesus our Lord. As a 

servant in the silent halls of God’s house, I long to hear your footsteps and greetings; 

I miss your smiles, songs, and stories. At the same time, I have seen the mighty work 

of a living Christ! Friends of Calvary, you are faithful servants currently deployed from 

the building and sharing the love of Christ in amazing ways. As I write to you, there are 

four service ministries developing: a music ministry, purchasing large-print Bibles for 

nursing homes, a prayer conference call line, and a virtual vacation Bible school. My 

cup overflows. 

I write to you because you are going to hear conversations about reopening 

the church. It is important that you understand these are pre-emptive conversations 

in order for us to plan how to reopen Calvary safely, effectively, and in the spirit of 

John Wesley, whose first rule is “do no harm.” All of Calvary’s staff have agreed that 

any reopening will be done slowly and on a timeline determined by the needs and 

safety of the church and community. It will take a lot of careful consideration for us 

to plan all aspects of reopening the building for worship and Calvary Care in addition 

to the construction project on the ramp that will begin in June. Moreover, we have 

learned and grown in so many ways that we must also plan how to implement the 

wonders of our current ministry into our future. Therefore, the end of stay-at-home 

restrictions, whenever that occurs, may or may not coincide with Calvary reopening 

its doors. So I implore you, Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 

with one another in love (Ephesians 4:2). 

I do miss all of you, and we remain as one in Christ our Lord. Our priority, as 

determined from the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, is to maintain connections. Be 

assured that this will be true throughout all transitions.  

-Page 4 

 

 

~Pastor Tamie 

PLEASE BE AWARE… 
Either SOME or ALL of your May 

offering envelopes may have been 

mixed up with those from First 

United Methodist Church of 

Lebanon in Lebanon TN.  

  

If you received Calvary envelopes, 

please use them, or simply send 

your offering in in a regular 

envelope.  You may discard the 

ones from First UMC Lebanon. 

 

I have notified Cokesbury of the 

sorting error.  In all the years I 



 

 

Bro. Henry Bhasker recently emailed to the church a very informative 

newsletter outlining how the pandemic is affecting the Mission and 

surrounding communities.  Like so many around the world, they are 

reaching out to give food and shelter to those in need.  The newsletter is 

posted on Cavalry’s website.  Go to: 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/good-shepherd-mission-updates/  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Good Shepherd Mission 
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BELLS ACROSS PA DAY 

The Pennsylvania State Mayors' 
Association  initiated a statewide 
event entitled Bells Across 
Pennsylvania Day, which took place 
on Sunday,  May 3rd.  lts threefold 
purpose was: 
 

1. To recognize and honor first 
responders, healthcare 
workers, and employees of 
grocery stores, pharmacies 
and other life-sustaining 
businesses who have 
maintained essential services 
to the general public while at 
risk of infection from COVID-
19, and deserve to be 
celebrated as "hometown 
heroes"; 

2. To show solidarity with 
elected officials and residents 
of municipalities across the 
Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, all of whom are 
fighting COVID-19 on the 
frontlines together in their 
communities: and 

3. To demonstrate a collective 
resolve that Pennsylvanians 
will prevail over COVID-19 
and work tirelessly to ensure 
that their businesses and civic 
life will thrive once again. 

 

At 7PM, all houses of worship were 
encouraged to ring their bells for 3 
minutes - one minute for each of the 
above purposes. 
 

Don Wadsworth rang Calvary’s 
steeple bells from 7-7:03PM to show 
our love and support. 

Give Hope, Support & Encouragement During 

the Covid -19 Lockdown 

 

 Every Monday evening at 7:45PM, walk 

around the perimeter of  

Reading Hospital, starting anywhere.  

(Spruce St., 5
th
 St., 7

th
 St. &  

N. Parkside) 

 

 Bring a mask & candle and stay 15 ft. apart. 

 

 At 8PM, cheer for the hospital staff & first 

responders. 

 

And if you can, please bring a non-perishable food item 

to donate to Helping Harvest, a Berks County food 

bank. 

~ Sermon cont’d from pg 5 

If we are to be the Easter 

People we claim to be, then this is a 

moment where we celebrate the 

process of burying and planting. I 

think the potential for Christians, for 

Calvary, to be more than it was 

before is the work of the Spirit. It is 

time for us to bury and plant, to grow 

the soil. We get to seriously consider 

who we want to be, on a continuum 

- from the way we were before Covid 

and from all the things we have 

learned as a result of being deployed 

beyond the walls of the church. 

Faithful servants, I implore you to 

search your hearts and consider this 

consider challenging question: how is 

God more than just a name to us 

now, in this moment, at this time in 

our lives? 

 

 

We recently received 

notification from the 

Mohnton Borough 

Mayor, Gary Kraft, that 

our  Annual Ecumenical 

Worship and Church 

Picnic, normally held the 

last Sunday in June, has 

been CANCELLED. 

There is still no set time 

when the Mohnton 

playground and park  

will reopen. 

https://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/good-shepherd-mission-updates/


 

 

 

More Opportunties to Reach Out… 

                                    UMCOR Covid-19 Response Fund 

                                        UMCOR has been working with     

           health boards, medical  

           professionals, disaster management 

           coordinators and faith leaders to  

           prevent the further spread of this  

          disease.  
 

Through the UMCOR COVID-19 Response fund, grants will 

be rapidly released to equip partners to assist vulnerable 

populations around the world impacted by COVID-19, 

including racial/ethnic and indigenous communities in the 

United States. Grants from this fund will be disbursed 

quickly and efficiently to address health concerns, food 

insecurity, water and hygiene limitations and other 

pressing needs. Even as you shelter in place, you can be 

there for others. When you say "yes" to supporting the 

UMCOR COVID-19 Response, you will help bring God’s love 

to life for those who need it most. 

To join the UMCOR Covid-19 response, please make your 

donation payable to Calvary UMC with “Covid Advance 

Special #3022612” in the memo section of your check.  

Mail to: Calvary UMC, Attn: J. Dearstyne, 1 W. Wyomissing 

Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540.  Or you may go directly to 

https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-

response-fund.aspx to make your donation online. 

Hello Friends,  

Chuck and I are in touch with the Chaplain at Berks Heim 

and the Activities Director at Manor Care of Laureldale.  

We know we cannot have contact with the residents of 

these special places right now, but we know of a way we 

can bless them.  I invite you to partner with Chuck and me 

as we reach for the people at both these facilities.  

Perhaps you know people who live in one or both places.  

Without leaving home, you can help  with our project if 

you wish. 

The Chaplain and the Activities Director are both 

agreeable to receiving Bibles to give to residents desiring 

copies of the Scriptures.  At this time, Berks Heim is in 

need of 20 jumbo print bibles (17 – 18pt font) and Manor 

Care Laureldale is in need of 25.   

This is a small scale project, an encouragement to the 

Chaplain and Activities Director, who are working very 

hard right now.  If we can bless a few residents, we will be 

glad.  We do not wish to overwhelm these people with 

enormous quantities, but just send what they are 

requesting with our prayers and well wishes, to be 

distributed at the leaders' discretion.   

We will purchase the Bibles through Christian Book 

Distributors and have them sent directly to the 

retirement/nursing home facilities.  It’s truly best that we 

keep the process as “touchless” as possible during this 

pandemic. 

If you wish to share in this project along with us, please 

send your donation to the church office.  Checks may be 

made payable to: Calvary UMC, with “Bible Gift” in the 

memo section.  Then mail your donation to: 

Calvary UMC 

Attn: J Dearstyne 

1 W. Wyomissing Ave. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

Kindly send in your donation on or before 

Friday, May 22nd. 
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