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As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 

received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 

~Ephesians 4:1-2 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God and Christ Jesus our Lord. As a servant in the silent 

halls of God’s house, I long to hear your footsteps and greetings; I miss your smiles, songs, and 

stories. At the same time, I have seen the mighty work of a living Christ! Friends of Calvary, you 

are faithful servants currently deployed from the building and sharing the love of Christ in amazing 

ways. As I write to you, there are four service ministries developing: a music ministry, purchasing 

large-print Bibles for nursing homes, a prayer conference call line, and a virtual vacation Bible 

school. My cup overflows. 

 

I write to you because you are going to hear conversations about reopening the church. It is 

important that you understand these are pre-emptive conversations in order for us to plan how to 

reopen Calvary safely, effectively, and in the spirit of John Wesley, whose first rule is “do no 

harm.” All of Calvary’s staff have agreed that any reopening will be done slowly and on a timeline 

determined by the needs and safety of the church and community. It will take a lot of careful 

consideration for us to plan all aspects of reopening the building for worship and Calvary Care in 

addition to the construction project on the ramp that will begin in June. Moreover, we have learned 

and grown in so many ways that we must also plan how to implement the wonders of our current 

ministry into our future. Therefore, the end of stay-at-home restrictions, whenever that occurs, may 

or may not coincide with Calvary reopening its doors. So I implore you, “Be completely humble 

and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love” (Ephesians 4:2). 

 

I do miss all of you, and we remain as one in Christ our Lord. Our priority, as determined from the 

onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, is to maintain connections. Be assured that this will be true 

throughout all transitions. Our goal is to create a flexible plan that will allow us to address the 

safety needs as we live in the unknowns of how Covid-19 will affect us over the next year or two. 

Regardless of our ability to be in the church building, we are the living body of Christ. Our 

steadfast love of God and trust in his ways will assure our continued growth and vibrancy. The 

Quaker tradition has a saying: way will open. Have faith and the way will open.  

 

~Pastor Tamie 


