
Calvary Cloud Connection   May 4, 2020 
THE GREAT BANQUET 

Today we will:   

 hear the parable of the great banquet  

 think about the reasons to accept or decline an invitation 

 think about those who we exclude and consider ways to extend an invitation to them  

 learn another Bible verse  

 

Get ready for the Bible story 

What are some parties you have attended? What do you like about parties? Imagine a party you would like to have. 

Make a list of food you would serve, the location, activities, and games. What would you do if no one came to your 

party?  Our story today is a story Jesus told.  In the story, something unexpected happened. 

 

A Story About a Big Banquet 

15 One of the men sitting at the table with Jesus heard him speak. The man said to Jesus, “The people who will eat a meal 

in God’s kingdom are blessed.” 

16 Jesus said to him, “A man gave a big banquet and invited many people. 17 When it was time to eat, the man sent his 

servant to tell the guests, ‘Come! Everything is ready!’ 

18 “But all the guests said they could not come. Each man made an excuse. The first one said, ‘I have just bought a field, 

and I must go look at it. Please excuse me.’ 19 Another man said, ‘I have just bought five pairs of oxen; I must go and try 

them. Please excuse me.’ 20 A third man said, ‘I just got married; I can’t come.’ 21 So the servant returned. He told his 

master what had happened. Then the master became angry and said, ‘Go at once into the streets and alleys of the town. 

Bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 22 Later the servant said to him, ‘Master, I did what you told me 

to do, but we still have places for more people.’ 23 The master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country 

lanes. Tell the people there to come. I want my house to be full!24 None of those men that I invited first will ever eat with 

me!’”   (Luke 14:12–24 International Children’s Version) 
 

Talk about the Bible story 

Make sure that children understand “master” and “servant”. 

Engage in some wondering. I wonder if the man has a name. I wonder why none of his ‘friends’ came to his party. I 

wonder who the servant could be. I wonder how the people who came to his party felt. I wonder what the party could 

really be.  I wonder what was surprising to the people who heard Jesus tell this story.  

Talk about any unfamiliar words (humble, gentle, worthy, lame, blind, poor). What do you think that Jesus was telling his 

followers? (Everyone is important to God.  Everyone is welcome to enjoy the good things that God gives.) 

Who would you invite to a party? Who wouldn’t you invite to a party?  

Why would you decide not to go to a party? 

 

Act out the story 

Choose people to be the man, servant, person with the new field, person who has new oxen, person who got married, 

people who are poor, blind, lame. Act out the story once or twice. 

 

Emphasize that everyone is unique.  (Because each one is unique, each of us is such an important part of God’s 

community! Make sure they also understand the words “unique” and community.) Ask questions that help everyone to 



understand that God wants lots of different people, with different talents and abilities, working together to share God’s 

love. Although each of us is unique, we all are God’s children.   

 

Brainstorm for differences and similarities: 

 

We are the same  We are different 

We have hair   hair length, color, style 

We can see   some wear glasses, our eyes are different colors 

We have ears   some wear earrings 

We have feet   different shoe sizes 

We have families  families are different 

We all talk                                       we have different languages 

We all sing   we use different rhythms 

We all play   certain games are easier for some people than for others 

We all think   some are good at art, others are good at science 

We…    some… 

 

Activity:  If the weather is nice, invite children to use rocks to create a cross on the ground. As they work together, tell 

them that the cross reminds us of Jesus’ great love for us. When we see a cross, we can remember that we are part of 

God’s community because of Jesus.  Look at the cross together. Then remove one of the rocks from it. Is the cross 

complete without it? (No.) Replace the rock and say that each rock is an important part of this cross. If one rock is 

missing, the cross is not complete. Likewise, each of us is an important part of God’s community. If one of us is missing, 

the community isn’t complete.  Everyone is part of God’s family.  Think of someone who may not have many friends and 

would appreciate having a friend. How can we make someone who is new to their school, church, or community feel 

welcome?  

 

Plan a party: Make invitations to invite someone from your neighborhood for refreshments (if allowed).  If not, invite 

family members or teddy bears.  Make refreshments, serve them, and have a nice conversation.  Maybe you want to 

pretend to be someone else as you do this (a waiter, a brilliant lady or distinguished gentleman, a famous person, a 

teacher, a movie star, an animated character).  Play a game or go for a walk. 

Learn a Bible verse: 

Jesus said, “I am the bread that gives life.  No one who comes to me will ever be hungry.  No one who has faith in me 

will ever be thirsty.                       John 6:35  Contemporary  English Version 

 

Prayer:  God, thank you for welcoming us as your followers.  We know that you made us and you love us.  You also made 

us different from each other.  Help us to be followers who welcome everyone. 
 

Sing: 

Sing the chorus of “Jesus Loves Me” in a different language 
 

German:  Ja, Jesus liebt mich  (say “yah, yeh-soos leebt mick”) (3 times) 

     Die Bibel sagt mir dies.  (dee bee-bell zagt meer dees) 
 

Spanish:  Cristo me a-ma (3 times) 

    La Biblia di-ce꙯a-si. 
 

Japanese:   Waga Shu esu (3 times) 

        Ware o aisu. 


