
 

  

 

 Holy Week Services are presumed to be 

cancelled, unless there’s a marked 

improvement in the pandemic &  

restrictions on gatherings. 
 

 PLEASE, check our website homepage @ 

www.calvaryumcmohnton.org for daily 

updates. 

 

Calvary Weekly Connections 

Cancellations 

March 20-22nd 

Confi rmation 

Camp 

 

Weds.  Calvary 

Connections 

( including Lenten 

Soup & Study,  

Kingdom Kids, 

Confi rmation 

Class,  & Youth 

Group) 

 

Apri l  4th  

Easter  Egg Hunt  

 

Apri l  5th 

Community  Easter 

Dinner 

 

Apri l  17th 

Shanachians 

Concert  

 

Apri l  30, May 1st  & 

2nd  

Spring Outgrown 

Sale  

 

Not by Choice  

monthly lunches 

 

Weekly Bowling at 

Berks Lanes 

 

 

 

MY SHEPHERD 
 

In our shared faith, we find comforting words that help us face this uncertainty. These 

words are in the roots of our tradition: Psalm 23. In our community - gathered as we 

may be -  we are one community in Christ, we connect not just with those gathered 

together now but with those for thousands of years before us and those after us. The 

Writings in the Hebrew Bible, which includes the book of Psalms, offer us the authors’ 

thoughts and search for God rather than God’s addresses to them. In these times when 

our fragile and finite bodies of dust face suffering, illness, loneliness, fear, and 

darkness, we, too, seek a God who feels absent; we cry out for a refuge, a healer, a 

companion, and a light to find our way. Here we meet the deepest longing of our souls, 

the Source of Life, Creator God, who liberates us. Here we meet God as our psalmist 

claims…the Lord is my shepherd. 

 

It is no accident that these words begin the song: the Lord is my shepherd. The writer 

is claiming an identity. The writer establishes God as shepherd, and thus claims his 

identity as being part of God’s flock, a sheep. If the Lord is my shepherd, then I belong 

to God and the flock which gathers in the Shepherd’s love and protection. These words 

surrender our souls not just to the Shepherd but also to the flock, to belonging to the 

community. There is no deeper wanting or needing than this, an unconditional love and 

acceptance. This is the beginning point.  

 

Immediately, the writer exclaims, “I shall not want.” The image of Shepherd as 

caretaker and protector has often led us to imagine that Creator God will meet all my 

needs. “I shall not want” has taken on new meaning as we experience the impact of the 

disease and social distancing. 

 

• People are sick and dying all around the world. “I want” healing. Is that asking 

too much, Creator God?  

• Our hospitals and equipment are ill-equipped to manage the rapid spread. “I 

want” a cure to halt the pandemic. Is that asking too much, Creator God? 

 

Cont’d on page 3 
 

http://www.calvaryumcmohnton.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS AND NOTES FOR THE WEEK… 

PLEASE CONTINUE  

TO BE 

April Mifflin Community  
Food Ministry Needs… 

Watch for updates 
 

STAY CONNECTED! 

SEND A BIRTHDAY CARD OR 

NOTE TO: 
 

3/22 –  Joyce Baumgartle 

42 Steffy Lane 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

3/23 –  Kyle Wills 

135 Hartz Store Rd. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

3/23 –  Korissa Turner 

1527 Meade St. 

Reading, PA 19607 
 

3/25 –  Sam Varano 

17 Woodland Manor Dr. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

3/26 –  Dave Svetz  

305 Crest Cir. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

3/26 –  Michael Werner 

205 Slichter Dr. 

Mohnton, PA  19540 

 

3/29 –  Jack Price 

3414 Poinciana Ave. 

Reading, PA 19605 

At this time, Pastor Tamie and 
Janet Dearstyne will be in the 
church office during regular 

hours on most days.  However, 
the church doors are locked to 

minimize outside contact.   

Please stay home and stay safe! 

Join in our 24-hour prayer vigil on Sunday, March 29th, from 

12AM-11:59PM for those infected by Covid-19, all their medical workers and 

caregivers, everyone worldwide seeking ways to minimize the impact of this 

virus and to, as quickly as possible, develop a vaccine. Prayer also for Calvary 

Church and our members, especially those who live alone.  Maybe you are a 

night owl or an early riser; help us continue our ministry of prayer in the safety 

of your home. 

How and where you pray, meditate, read scripture or focus on a devotional is up 

to you.  Be yourself before the Lord.  God is ready to hear what is on your heart. 

Sign up for a time slot that suits you best by calling/emailing the church office; or 

copy and paste the link below which will take you to the SignUp Genius website. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c45aaaa2ca4fd0-march 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE - Giving Through Week 11   
     Current Year thru              03/15/2020      Last Year thru            03/16/2019 
     Received                           $74,673      Received                         $70,980 
     Annual Budget Need           $320,000      Annual Budget Need     $308,162 
     %Rec’d to Date                         23.3%      %Rec’d to Date                 23.0% 
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RECENT PRAYER CONCERNS 

Debbie (Reppert) Adams – Daughter of Liz 
Matz and sister of Michele Pearson; 
recovering from successful open heart surgery 
to repair  
blockages 
 
Linwood Miller – Husband of Shirley; fell, was 
hospitalized, and now home again  
 
Rafe’ Schearer – Daughter of Jack & Shirley 
Grove; hospitalized w/ RSV; emergency lung 
transplant surgery @ Temple U. Hospital 
 
Fam. of Bettie Trupe – Wife of Clarence & 
sister-in-law of Liz Matz; passed away on 
3/16; service to be held at a later date 
 
Emily Wendel – Granddaughter of Jim & Carol 
Adams; Emily is working in the Peace Corps in 
Batswana; all Peace Corp volunteers are 
being sent home immediately; prayer mercies 
for safe and healthy travel; est. arrival, 3/20 in 
the afternoon. 
 
Patrick Pomian & Fam. – Name given by 
Michelle Daniels: lymphoma & heart mass 

 

 

Consider this your 
 Blue Prayer Card 

Reminder 
Since we cannot meet together 
on Sunday mornings, please call 

or email your prayer 
requests/updates to the church 

office (610-777-8441) or 
administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net 

or call Pastor Tamie at  
610-780-1486. 

mailto:administrator.calvmohn@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJUSTING TO A “New Normal” 

Cont’d from pg. 1 

• People are risking their lives to care for the sick, to provide all of us food 

and prescriptions, to keep us safe. “I want” them to be protected, 

unharmed. Is that asking too much, Creator God?  

• Our bodies have become a hidden source of illness, striking the very 

family and friends whom we love most dearly. Our touch, our closeness - 

it can harm to the point of death. That’s salty stuff. “I want” just to hold 

my family and friends. Is that asking too much, Creator God? 

• Images of the bare grocery aisles - entire aisles - come to mind. “I want” 

to know my family will not go hungry. Is that asking too much, Creator 

God?  

• In retirement homes, people are crying out with their loneliness. We want 

to see, hear, and touch our family and friends. Is that asking too much, 

Creator God? 

 

What other cries, longings do you feel right now? God wants to know. Our 

Shepherd is listening. Our “I wants” seem so very basic today. We are 

working our way down from houses, cars, phones, televisions, vacations…to 

the very core of our human lives: breath. If God cannot give us even this, then 

what promise is there in this exclamation - I shall not want? 

 

The writer claims it. There is only ONE want…God, belonging to God, to 

the very source of all creation. We belong to God in life and in death. We 

belong to all of creation, to God’s flock, with or without breath. AND when 

we claim God as our Shepherd, we belong to a flock. We are joined together 

as ONE in God, ONE in Christ, and through this whole community, God and 

all others, we shall never want. God unites us so that we may thrive in a 

garden of love and peace. We need not worry, for we never walk alone. 

 

May God’s peace be with you- 
Pastor Tamie 
 

NEW METHODS OF LEARNING 

Hey Calvary learning community, 

As we all are doing our best to grapple 

with a new pace of life with the 

COVID-19 crisis, one of the things 

Calvary is trying to do it move online 

in a way that is simplest and most 

feasible for our congregation.  For 

Christian Education, we are going to 

try 2 pieces of software to keep our 

current classes connected:  See-Saw 

and Zoom. 

Sew-Saw will allow teachers to share 

videos with our younger students, 

primarily reading stories (from our 

Joyful Path curriculum or suitable 

picture books), and students will be 

able to complete activities sent to 

them, and share their work or 

responses on the app.  Another great 

feature with See-Saw is the ability for 

families to be included and share their 

comments of encouragement with 

the group.  Invites will be sent to 

current families at Calvary, though 

this might be a great opportunity to 

invite friends who don’t have a church 

community to connect.  I hope that 

we might also be able to keep using 

See-Saw after this crisis passes as a  

 way of sharing in-class pictures and work with families, keeping parents/grandparents 

connected with the classroom. 

Zoom will allow our adult/older youth to connect in a live-video conference atmosphere.  

Here we will be able to see one another’s faces, have live conversation, and view 

documents/PowerPoints from the host’s screen.  Zoom is very easy to use in its basic 

functions, so my hope is that our existing attendees plus new members will be able to join 

in this format.  All you will need is a sufficient internet or phone data connection and a 

smartphone, tablet or computer.  Let us at Calvary know if you don’t have these things and 

would like to join our continued learning.  We will try and help to get you technologically 

connected in a simple and affordable way. 

Stay tuned for incoming invitations and updates on these new methods as we move into 

new territory at Calvary! 

Richie Weitzel, DCE 
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NEW MINISTRIES FORMING QUICKLY…watch for more next week 

Calvary’s Cloud Ministry 

While we are all moving in unknown 

territory, with normal family 

schedules and routines now topsy-

turvy, caring members of Calvary 

Church got together to plan daily  

activity suggestions for parents to 

help them engage their children at 

home.   

Together, Linda & Chuck Ebersole, 

Carol Adams, Yvonne Davies, Richie 

Weitzel and Deb Bierly have formed 

what we are calling Calvary’s Cloud 

Connection.  They are utilizing simple 

email to reach out to parents with 

daily offerings for engaging children 

at home.  Some of the items they 

might include are:  

1. friendly notes of encouragement 

2. devotions 

3. Bible verses 

4. coloring sheets or activity sheets 

attached to emails 

5.  your own memories of play time, 

with suggestions for creative play 

and family time 

6. recipes 

7. helpful and uplifting news 

8. links to helpful sites and events 

and programs 

 

These resources, provided M-F, will 

also be posted on Calvary’s website.  

Look for the homepage silder, “Good 

News for Kids” and click on the “Read 

More” below it. 
 

Hang in there, kids and parents! 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Debbie (Reppert) Adams – Daughter of Liz Matz and sister of Michele  

 Pearson; recovering from successful open heart surgery to repair  

 blockages 
 

Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

Linwood Miller – Husband of Shirley; fell, hospitalized and home again 
 

Patrick Pomian & Fam. – Name given by Michelle Daniels: lymphoma & heart  

 mass 
 

Rafe’ Schearer – Daughter of Jack & Shirley Grove; hospitalized w/ RSV;  

 possible rejection of previous lung transplant; may need a dbl.  

 transplant 
 

Fam. of Bettie Trupe – Wife of Clarence & sister-in-law of Liz Matz; passed  

 away on 3/16; service to be held at a later date 
 

Emily Wendel – Granddaughter of Jim & Carol Adams; Emily was working in 

 the Peace Corps in Batswana; all volunteers sent  

 home; should arrive in the U.S. at 3:10PM today (3/20) 

 

Church leaders have been digilently 

making phone calls to approx. 170 

households in our congegation.  We 

want to touch base with everyone, hear 

your thoughts and concerns, assess 

any critical needs, and offer the opportunity for all members to be part of an 

on-going phone chain (willing to receive calls and/or make calls).  Once all the 

initial contacts are completed, the phone chain will be created.  Those who 

have offered to make calls will be given their list of persons/families to to keep 

in touch with.  This is another way we want our members to feel cared for and 

connected.   

Beyond our church membership, PLEASE check in regualry with your families 

and neighbors.  This situation will be very isolating.   

Send a Card or Greeting to a Shut-in 
(Each week I will include the name/address 

of 1-2 of our more isolated members.) 
 

Donald & Gladys Herbst 

191 W. Madison St. 

Mohnton, PA 19540 
 

Mary Jo Hollis 

Country Meadows, Apt. 414 

1803 Tulpehocken Rd. 

Wyomissing, PA  19610 


